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June 5, 2005

Billy & Kayla Griffin
June 5, 2005
The Honorable Marsha Blackburn
7975 Stage Hills Blvd, Suite 1

Memphis, TN  38133

Re: AMT Tax Reform
Dear Honorable Blackburn:
I want to first thank you for dedicating your time to serve in public office.  Holding public office in America today is very tough with all of the media pressures, and I appreciate all that you do for us.  I am writing today about the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT).  This tax is new to me and I have tried to understand it, but it is far too complex for the average college graduate to understand.  Luckily, I have not been personally affected by this tax, yet.  But I am researching it because I fear it is only a matter of time before it rears it’s ugly head and affects my family.  As a married woman and the primary wage earner in the household, taxes are something I have to consider on a very serious matter, and this tax scares me.  Mainly because it is talked about so much by average wage earners like myself.  We are middle class, college degreed, business persons that have no clue how to calculate the tax and all the research says is it is too complex to calculate, just hope you are not hit with it.  
From the research I have done on the tax, it is affecting more and more average middle class American’s every year it stands unreformed.  Taxes are eating us alive, literally.  I believe with your record as a representative and looking at the way in which you have stood on issues in the past, this was an issue I should bring to your attention, if you are not already aware of it.   To quote SmartMoney.com, http://www.smartmoney.com/tax/filing/index.cfm?story=amt, the people that are especially vulnerable today are those that make $75,000 or more annual income, that income used to seem like a millionaire’s income, not anymore.  As the price of inflation increases, so does the annual income of households, therefore, along with those increases we, also need to increase the tax brackets. 
Of all the pervasive impacts of AMT the tax as it applies to stock options seems to be the must unfair and punitive, to see exactly what I mean please visit WWW.ReformAMT.org 

Please take the time to read about the AMT to make your own decision.  This tax is affecting more and more American’s as each year goes by that it is not revisited and reformed.  Thank you for taking the time to read my letter.
Sincerely,
Kayla D. Griffin
