-----Original Message-----

From: Craig Stephenson [mailto:cbs520@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 9:33 PM

To: comments

Subject: Taxation without representation.

  It is alarming to know that major adjustments will be considered and even changed regarding a variety of issues that directly effect the public, including those of the Gay and Lesbian community without public discussion. It is very forturnate that I am active at the grassroots level in discovering detremental changes in policy that will ultimatly effect my future, and those around me.  Otherwise, the propaganda news stations would only cover what they are supposed to...the war, the economy, etc.  Civil rights ideas have now been swept under the table for the time being as the issue of Gay Marriage is debated further.  

  However, with my recent understanding that the new taxation will deny same sex, or un-married straight couples, the right to share insurance because of a fundalmentalist ideaology is absolutly absurd.  To deny a tax exemption for same sex couples who have children is disgraceful and a selfish and nasty condemnation from the right wing zealots. These policies only protect the insurance companies from having to make any liable payouts as a result of sickness.  This is an unfair and frankly un-american approach to reform and should not be set aside or decided upon without great consideration. Mainly, for all the familes and couples who reside as law abiding citizens of this country, outside the domain of a "traditonal" family unit.  

  The more I learn about the history of the United States and the workings of our government, the less I am deceived by the rhetorical ideaology of a freedom that this country was started upon.  This country is now divided, Fear and Hate are the two most pressing elements that drive voting in this country, and money is the root of most political agendas.  

   I beg that you, the people reading this letter, hear my request and reconsider the options under reform.  Think of the adopted children, who never had a sense of home or nuturing until their adoptive parents took them under their guardianship (even if they may happen to be gay).  Think of the unmarried straight couples, who without the desire or need to have a traditional relationship share medical expenses that can ultimatly destroy any financial stability.  Think of the people who devote their lives to simply making their lives a livable place, and then have to give their life to protecting the health of their loved ones and may loose everything in the process.  

   This is the reality of reform and it only hurts the public....not help it.

   Thank you.

   Craig Stephenson

  _____  

Do you Yahoo!?

Yahoo! Small Business - Try <http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=31637/*http:/smallbusiness.yahoo.com/resources/>

our new resources site! 

