Gentlemen:

I am a 60 year old, CPA, divorced female.  Therefore I handle my own taxes, but with the help of a tax accountant of some sort.  Even as a CPA, I don't trust that I can do my own.  As a matter of fact, any slightly complicated return will generate as many answers as the number of people who prepare the returns.  Not fair.  That has been shown in a study performed.  Even tax preparers do not try to make sure you receive every deduction you deserve under the code.  If you fail to provide the expense on paper, it does not get taken.  Therefore paper records are a daily menace.  It is impossible to perform under the code correctly, it is too complicated.  Not fair.  But if it were not complicated, say you went to flat tax, then there are the multitude of American workers who think if they can collect cash, they pay no taxes.  They think it is their right not to pay tax if they are cash, construction type of workers.  So many people get by with evading their duty to pay federal taxes.  Not fair.  It is impossible to enforce.  There is not enough man power to enforce it.  Many times enforcement gets heavy handed. Enforcement is oppressive.  If we pay too much in, no interest is paid to us, but if we pay to little, interest and penalty is charged big time.  Not fair.

I rode to the top floor here in Houston to get IRS forms and an African-American middle aged man rode with me.  He said, "Good, I hope this elevator goes up high enough that I can just jump from a top window and avoid this whole mess."

Hidden costs in products due to business taxes is Not Fair!!  We supposedly have "business taxes" but actually, we don't.  It is painful to pay our federal taxes.  We are willing to give up the money, but to do it with such stress is really difficult to live under.  It is very disheartening to know that I pay, but the next person is figuring out a way around it.  Many years ago, my parents got audited.  They got hung up in the system and had to have their congressman get them out of being audited year after year.  They had 5 children and had no money and IRS could not believe that they didn't owe something.  There was a $3 question and they paid it with a dozen eggs!!!! That was the early 60s.  Why hastle the little man, it cost way too much for my parents to drive the 60 miles to go to those meetings.  I still hear that the little man gets hastled.  The people with no money.  What a waste of time and money--it is our money that is used to hastle us.

It is really disheartening to see our companies going to other countries to produce their products.  It is terrible that we are not competitive in export/import.

I want to be proud of the United States.  Fair Tax is the only answer, standing alone with no add on income tax.  Our elected officials say it is too hard to implement.  Implement the best and let the vote fall where it might.  The constituents of the officials who want to keep the complicated system do not want their elected officials to vote agains Fair Tax.  The people want Fair Tax by a huge margin.  When I pass out information, 85% to 90% are 100% with me on the issue.

Please be courageous and do what is right.

Sincerely,

Charlotte Thompson

Houston, TX

281-970-0260

