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COWM SSI ONER W LHELM  Shar on LaFuri a?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER W LHELM  Trudy Piraro?

(No response.)

COM SSI ONER W LHELM  Patricia Vani core?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER W LHELM Preston Friedley? And again,
| hope | didn't butcher your nane, sir.

MR. FRIEDLEY: No. You did very well.

|'"'m Preston Friedley. I'"'m the president of the
Convention and Tourist Bureau for Shreveport and Bossier City;
|"ve had that position for about 15 years. |'"ve submitted ny
statenent in witing but I'll read it very quickly for you from
our community's point of view And of course, | know Don Pierson
submtted a document to you that | know that you'll have an
opportunity to review that really is nmuch nore detailed than any
information we'll share with you in this three-mnute tinme frane.

The addition of casinos to Bossier Gty and
Shreveport, Louisiana has created a trenmendous econom ¢ boost to
our area. The positive inpact has nmanifested itself through the
addi tional jobs, the devel opnents across our area, the added tax
dol lars, conplete riverfront revitalization, and the devel opnent
of our community as a tourist destination.

The overall inpact has allowed our area to invest in
many long-term projects for the overall betternment of our
community. The casino tax revenues that we have generated have
hel ped our «city inprove its infrastructure, have been the
catalyst to downtown revitalization, have developed a new
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festival site on our riverfront, and have helped create a new
Sciport Discovery Center which is a 67,000 square foot science
center with an | MAX done t heater.

We currently have plans for the construction of a new
14, 700- seat arena and an upgraded and i nproved convention center,
plus additional further riverfront inprovenents in our conmunity
utilizing the casino revenues.

The casi nos have been a catalyst for the devel opnent
across our entire comunity, as well as proving to be good
corporate citizens through their sponsorshi ps and donati ons.

Since the addition of casinos to our area, we've
experienced trenmendous grow h, i ncl udi ng: a new shopping
center -- the first time we've devel oped a new shopping center in
our conmunity in over ten years; new restaurants to the tune of
opening a restaurant every other week in our community; new
hotel s; and additional departnent stores.

Shreveport - Bossi er hotel room sal es, for exanple, has
nearly doubled since the addition of the casinos comng into our
market, increasing from $32 mllion in 1993 to over $60 million
in 1997. This is also an indication of the nunber of day
trippers that have conme into our conmunity which has nearly
doubled during that tinme period. Those visitors have added
additional sales to our food industry, transportation, shopping,
and the increased econom c inpact has hel ped generate additional
sal es tax revenues fromthese visitors.

Al'l of those positive inprovenents have all owed ot her
aspects of our community to flourish. We've attracted many
regi onal and national conventions to our comunity, as well as
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speci al events because of the casinos and their entertainnent,
the hotels and the additional facilities.

The awar eness of Shreveport-Bossier now as a tourism
destination positively correlates a great deal by the casinos as
what they have neant to us as attractions, the many fine
accommodations, the facilities they offer, and their continued
addition to the gam ng market in our
communi ty.

We have found that the nore gamng attractions that
Shreveport-Bossier offers, as well as a better quality tourism
product all around, the wi der our overall market base has grown.
In turn, this has allowed us to attract nore overnight visitors,
nore conventions, and receive positive publicity about our
comunity and Shreveport-Bossier as a tourismdestination.

W have a great interest in protecting the tourism
market as a vital economic part of our conmunity. Many
busi nesses in our area have invested and are vested in the
interest of their consuners in comng and visiting out comunity,
and the casinos are the main attraction that are bringing themto
our area.

The gaming industry has beconme an integral part of
the tourism process in our area which provides an overal
positive economic inpact for the betternent of our comunity.
Each of these parts work together, | think, to make Shreveport-
Bossier a progressive growing community and is devel oping in many

positive ways. Thank you.
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1 COW SSI ONER W LHELM Thank you very nuch, M.
2 Friedley. We appreciate your testinony and we appreciate your

3 being here.
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