
Volume IV
Appendix F.2

Follow the TPS

This Appendix presents an analysis to confirm or refute the following hypothesis put forth by the Columbia Accident 
Investigation Board during the launch of STS-107 Mission: A briefcase-sized piece of External Tank foam struck the RCC left 
wing leading edge system, compromising the RCC. During entry, the damage to the RCC led to structural failure of the wing, 
the tragic loss of Columbia, and the STS-107 crew.
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