I am a user of TurboTax software to prepare my tax returns.  This has made life a whole lot easier since the era of preparing returns by hand.  Nonetheless while using this software it is apparent to me that life could easily be made substantially simpler.  I spend substantial time entering data from W2 and 1099 and other forms and all the while I know this is information the government already has in hand.  My solution to this wasted effort is quite simple: I give TurboTax permission to download all this information from the IRS directly.  TurboTax then allows me to inspect this data and confirm its accuracy. 

Taking this simple idea one step forward,  the IRS could prepare for me a preliminary return based on the data it has received.  IRS provides the software to interview me for the additional data necessary to make for a complete and accurate return.  The problem that I see with this approach is that the IRS could never make their software user friendly.  Perhaps they could hire TurboTax or any of the other good tax preparation software people to do this for them.

