
It was with profound disappointment I listened to the decision made by the Presidents tax advisory panel not to recommend the Fair Tax as an option to tax reform.

The weak and unsubstantiated logic with which it was dismissed can only be described as visionless. To remove all hope for fundamental tax reform for the sake of supposedly protecting the middle class, being too complicated to implement and being open to evasion lacks even the minutest whiff of credibility. To overlook all the opportunities and benefits to the majority of the American people and our country as a whole while doling out limp wristed excuses as to why it can't be done is insulting on it's face and tyranny at its core. They obviously have their own agenda and don't give a whit how our futures play out. They must think we the people are gutless idiots who will simply take it lying down. My greatest fear in the world is that they are right.


At the same time the Advisory panel turns around and recommends reducing taxes on investment income. Imagine that, when several of the panel members work in that particular industry and would surely benefit from such a tax break. The Presidents Tax Advisory Panel has in my opinion been hijacked by special interests, the same collective entity that has manifested the current socio-economic inequities spawned from our current tax system.


Here was the opportunity to do the right thing. To suck it up and introduce legislation that would right the ship. I know it would not be without hardship for some. I know there would be difficulties. But for the majority of Americans it would have been a boon. A long-term boon. For them to deny me the opportunities born by the fair tax legislation is arrogant beyond the ability of the word to describe. Let me show you how it would have affected me.


I earn approximately $1611 bi-weekly. Of this $208 in federal tax, $97 in social security and $22 in Medicare is removed. This adds up to $327 bi-weekly or $654 a month. That would be money in my pocket. Now add in the pre-bate of around $200 a month per person for necessities and I have around an extra $850 dollars a month with which to exercise my freedoms. Tell me again where my extra burden is? Is it the burden of having to decide if I will spend it or save it? Buy new or used? Continue my education or contribute to a worthy cause? How dare they presume to know what are my burdens. 


What sounds more complicated to you. Collecting taxes from hundreds of millions of individuals, or collecting taxes from thirty odd million businesses. Do you collect rain water by running around with a bucket capturing drops or do you put a barrel at the end of a funnel. Are there not already a majority of states that collect sales tax? Would it be that hard to put a couple lines of computer code into the register to exact a federal sales tax? Too complicated to implement? I guess I need to go to websters and review what the word complicated means. 


Tax evasion would be inherent in such a system. So that would be a change? Do you mean to tell me that I would start my own business so that I could purchase personal property under the guise of business investment? I’m sure that doesn’t happen now! And God forbid that I might own my own business, I’m sure I can’t be trusted to do the right thing when it’s time to forward to the government what was never mine. God forbid that all of the unemployed IRS field agents wouldn’t be around to audit a fraction of the collection points for compliance. Surely you can convince in a nice way the holders of offshore bank accounts to return the tens of billions sheltered from our current tax system. On second thought don’t do that, they might invest it and create some jobs in this country. And the illegal aliens. I guess they would stop eating. But I’m sure someone would find a way to send them a pre-bate. 


My government no longer represents me. I am at the tipping point where I believe my government is hurting me. With the way things currently are there is really no hope of  me ever achieving my dreams. I’m thirty eight years old and have been working in some capacity for over twenty of it. I have played by the rules. My whole life I believed in the declaration of independence, the constitution, the pledge of allegiance. I believed that my work ethic and personal doctrine to constantly improve myself would be encouraged and rewarded by my government. Well maybe not rewarded, but not punished. But with any wage increase I have made has come an increase in taxes. I have less now in the way of personal effects than I had ten years ago. I have gone through higher education to get a better job. Got a better job and worked harder. I have less. I have no hope of getting ahead in a meaningful way as long as I am working for someone else and being taxed before I even see the money. And for what? What are we getting from our government? What in this country is improving? In what way is the government currently contributing to the betterment of our lives? What are our tax dollars buying? By the way, I am a registered Republican. As far as I am concerned at this point you can take your pro-life, new world order, oil grubbing, insider stock trading, money laundering, illegal alien loving, offshore job shipping, blue suit red tie wearing elephant ass and stick it in your kazoo!


Pro-life? Live babies don’t do much good when you can’t feed them, clothe them or school them. Bearing them into abject poverty? I’m sure God would be so pleased.


New world order. If that means less for the little guy eventually you will get your New world order all right. I think the last version was called the American Revolution.


We are told there is an adequate supply of natural gas and heating oil for this winter but it will be fifty percent more expensive. Come again?


They got Martha. What goes around better damn well come around Frist.


I don’t think they will find Delay did anything illegal. But that’s not really the point is it? The point is the most powerful representative in our country has no moral or ethical boundaries.


I can’t think of a better way to solve the illegal problem than by giving them a five year work visa to become citizens. During that five years they could be paying a consumption tax without the benefit of a pre-bate. For that you have to be a citizen. If you got the gumption to make it five years on the up and up, you have what it takes to be an American.


When the taxes for American products are on equal ground to foreign products due to the removal of payroll taxes that are passed on to the consumer, industry would return to this country. What would that mean to you? 


Don’t for a second think I’m switching sides. The problem of which I have been speaking stems from a socialistic mindset. I will simply be voting against every self proclaimed leader that doesn’t make passing tax reform for the masses his number one priority. All these other issues are secondary derivatives of America’s main problem. How ironic that problem is taxation without representation.

