-----Original Message-----

From: Trevor@TRUE [mailto:trevor@truenutrition.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2005 12:03 PM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov.

Subject: YMCA unfair tax exempt competition

I own a GOLD'S GYM in Colorado and have struggled to compete with the YMCA. They were given the land their gym is on in my trader area as well as two other sites in the most wealthy demographic areas of Colorado Springs.  They advertise, give free enrollments for corporate memberships, run community facilities in town and are opening an express gym in the highest cost retail real estate area in town.  

They operate just like every other gym.  Why are they tax exempt.  In the past they fed and sheltered the homeless.  Now they sell services, lessons and fitness memberships.  There is no reason for the current iteration of the YMCA to be tax exempt.  Level the playing field.  They are the biggest player in the fitness industry.  They should compete in a taxed environment. The fed is loosing hundreds of millions in tax revenue.

Thanks for resolving this business injustice.

Trevor Poling

CEO GOLD'S GYM, Colorado Springs

719-548-8400

