-----Original Message-----

From: Arnold, Douglas (TSS - Boise) [mailto:douglas.arnold@hp.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2005 5:59 PM

To: idfairtax@yahoogroups.com; CNBC - Federal Revenue Poll Results; comments; FAIRTAX_DD@yahoogroups.com; NO-IRS@yahoogroups.com; electionwatch2004@yahoogroups.com; atlpat@yahoogroups.com; Sam Wright; News & Views

Cc: Eric Redman, President - Redman & Co. Insurance - Rathdrum, ID (ID/WA/MT); Phiip L.l Hinson, CPA - GA State Director FairTax

Subject: RE: [idfairtax] CNBC Live Poll is fundamentally flawed...

Alan Keyes; nobody says it better.

HUMAN EVENTS: 

The National Conservative Weekly

Front Page - April 17, 1998 

Exclusive to Human Events

The Case for Repealing the 16th Amendment 

Abolish the Income Tax! 

By Alan Keyes

The signs are growing that strong sentiment exists in America to abolish the income tax. Despite the attempts of some to distract and diffuse this sentiment - including the proposal merely to flatten the income tax without eliminating it - there appears to be a broad willingness in the country to consider the entire question of the income tax in principle.

In this moment of opportunity, the serious work of political leadership that needs to be done is the work of setting before the American people the only agenda that is going to restore our freedom. We must abolish the income tax and replace it with the tax system that was intended by our Founders when this nation began - a tax system that leaves our people in control of 100% of their dollars, and that gives to the earner the first use of every dollar that he or she earns.

Abolishing the income tax should be the premier goal of all tax discussion and policy for the next several years. And, as important as this goal is at a policy level, it is perhaps just as important that conservative leaders use the debate about tax reform as an occasion to make clear to ourselves and to the American people the reasons that this change is necessary.

"A Moral Imperative"

We need to start talking about what is really going to make a difference in restoring the liberties of our people and of this nation. We should make clear at every opportunity that the income tax is a slave tax - inherently incompatible with freedom. Abolishing it is therefore not just economically feasible, it is a moral imperative if we are to meet our obligation to bequeath liberty to future generations.

This moral case against the income tax will carry the day. And by presenting the tax issue in its proper moral context, we will finally put to rest the foolish uneasiness with the moral agenda that reduces it to divisive disputes about theology or sex. The moral agenda is about self-government and how we preserve the character to sustain it. 

The tax issue is a moral issue because it raises fundamental questions about the way American citizens will insist that they be treated by their government, and thus inevitably by each other. Are we a nation of grown-ups whose government is our tool, or are we a nation of children whose will and resources are subject to the control of "Big Daddy" government? This is what is at stake in the "economic" debate now beginning over tax policy.

What, concretely, should be done? We should repeal the 16th Amendment to the Constitution and thus return to the original Constitution of this country. And then we should simply abolish the tax code that inflicts the income tax on our people. We should fund the federal government through tariffs, duties and excise taxes (i.e., sales taxes) as the Founders intended. 

The income tax should be replaced with the kind of taxes most people are already paying - the taxes on things we buy and that we pay only when we decide to buy them. By restoring tariffs and duties to their proper role we will also make foreign populations who benefit from access to the U.S. market share the burden of supporting the governmental system that guarantees its existence.

What will be the result of this change? Instead of being taxed before we decide how to spend our money, we will be taxed only after we decide what to do with it. And if we decide that we want to save it, we won't be taxed. If we decide that we want to invest it, we won't be taxed.

Instead of waiting upon the whim of politicians and bureaucrats, we will control our own tax burden by controlling the amount and pattern of our consumption. 

In larger economic terms, an excise tax system would also impose natural limits on the rate of taxation. Politicians would have to think like business people, being careful not to raise the price of goods so high that a drastic fall in demand destroys the source of revenue. Also, if the excise tax rate on any good or service were set too high, everyone in the sector dependent on it would unite to seek relief. Instead of the "let's you and him fight" divisiveness of the income tax system, the excise tax would be a unity tax, encouraging coalitions of interests across all income levels.

An excise tax system would mean that each citizen would decide what his tax burden was going to be. Not in every respect, of course. One couldn't simply decide to pay no taxes and otherwise live as he pleased. But rather than have our tax rate and tax payment determined before and apart from any decision that we make, economic or otherwise, we would instead determine and pay our taxes as the cumulative result of many, many decisions to purchase or not to purchase taxed items in the open market. 

This is what the Founders intended to be our economic situation: ordinary citizens in the driver's seat of the economic patterns of their own lives.

Liberty from the income tax would mean, of course, liberty from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). We would no longer have the IRS, because we would no longer have a tax code that requires the government to demand that we report our income to its agents and gives these agents the right to take away our homes and our goods, and to destroy the livelihood of our families, in order to improve their records at the IRS. 

We would no longer have our privacy invaded by a government that was interested - officially and legally - in burrowing about in our business to find out how much we make, where we make it, and when we got it.

The Habits of a Free People

These are all questions that were once considered to be private business. Now they are everybody's business. The government of this supposedly free people can ask these questions, at its pleasure, compel answers, and throw into jail anyone unwilling or unable to answer them to the government's satisfaction. This is fundamentally contrary to any substantive notion of political liberty. 

By contrast, under a sales-tax system we would not have to report the facts of our individual economic situation or choices to a living soul.

Over time, the difference in these two patterns of economic life will have - has already had - its effect on the quality and extent of the responsibility we take for our own lives. And as the Clinton Administration explores new ways of manipulating the income tax to coerce our choices through targeted tax cuts, we begin to see the next stage of the manipulation. Now we are permitted the carrot of tax relief, but only when we make the choices the government directs and dutifully report them to our master.

This manipulation has already had a chilling effect on the willingness of our moral leaders in the churches to speak out against the moral abuses being encouraged by political and judicial decisions. Fear of losing their tax-exempt status has discouraged religious leaders from their traditional role as the nation's conscience, the sparks of its passions for moral decency.

Tolerance for moral turpitude in the highest offices in the land passes without remark. Meanwhile, the virtue of charity is corrupted by the expectation of gain as people give money to get money, rather than to please the living God.

The distance the income tax has already taken us down the road to servitude can also be demonstrated by considering how rare it is for anyone even to raise the question of what right the government has to know how much money we make. 

Do we ask ourselves this question anymore? We blithely file our income tax every year, putting down all kinds of details about where our money comes from and telling people in the government what our income is. Has it occurred to us to ask in the course of doing that, what right at all do they have to know this? What legitimacy there is to this law? 

Let me give you an illustrative comparison. Suppose that tomorrow the government were to levy a tax on sexual activity, and were to require that, at the end of a certain time, maybe on a monthly basis, every citizen had to report all sexual activity so that the tax could be accurately assessed. Would we accept that as a legitimate requirement? Or would it occur to us to stand up and tell the government that such matters are none of its business?

We do have a lingering sense that there are certain things about our lives that ought to be private, and certain relations we have with others that ought to be private. Why is it that after many centuries in which it was understood that one's income was his private business, we accept a regime that requires that we report this private fact about our lives to a government agency? 

Whatever the reasons for accepting this regime in the first place, we accept it now largely because we have lived with it for decades and become used to it. But that is to say that the income tax has managed, in 80 years, to deaden the zeal for liberty - and vigilance in its preservation - that were once synonymous with the word "American." 

We must ensure that the debate on tax reform includes a serious attempt to raise these questions. In this way, we can open the eyes of our fellow citizens to the fact that the income tax is not only bad for economic reasons, and because the Founders didn't care for it and didn't write it into the Constitution. It is also bad because it is based upon a premise that destroys one of the material foundations of privacy. How can there be a private sphere without a protected source of material support for it? 

A free and vigilant people should never have tolerated this for a minute. The income tax is an inherently communistic tax, because one of the prerequisites of freedom is a sphere of privacy. And if you destroy the material foundations of that sphere of privacy, you have destroyed the possibility of freedom. 

Yet the income tax is based upon a premise that hands to the government what it needs to destroy the material foundation of private life

When we treat any aspect of our lives as intrinsically the concern of the government, we implicitly begin to accept the role of government in judging and controlling that aspect. Government is a practical entity - the only reason it needs to know things is so that it can do something about them. Whenever we grant, in principle, that the government has a right to know, we are granting it a right to control. 

For this reason, the income tax is a kind of universal solvent, dissolving the private and personal resolve each of us should have to control responsibly the actions we take in the acquisition and expenditure of wealth. 

We have survived the income tax as long as we have because the habits of American liberty run deep, and the American people have not quickly or easily taken into their souls the habits of servitude suggested by the actions the income tax requires. 

But our fitful and sporadic tax "revolts" are being patiently waited out by our leaders like the increasingly exhausted attempts of a hooked fish to break free. Line is played out, the illusion of liberty is permitted, and all the while the deep conformity of the captive to the will of the captor is secured.

We need to pause and reflect, and remember to ask the fundamental questions before it is too late. We need to resist the pressure to be concerned only about the amount or fairness of the tax burden, and start to ask instead whether the current form of taxation itself is legitimate. 

And when we ask that question, we must insist that what ultimately measures the legitimacy of government policy in America is not simply the procedure by which it becomes law, and much less the revenue it produces, but the degree to which it is prudently ordered to the production and preservation of the habits and character that befit a free people. 

Conservatives must show that it is not only the socialists who are able to see the moral implications of taxes. Otherwise we will not be able to lead the nation to a fundamental agreement on a wise and lasting reform of taxation. 

It is time that we insist on a tax policy for grown-ups, and that means abolishing the income tax and replacing it with a tax structure whose first premise is the capacity of American citizens to make their own economic decisions responsibly.

The tax debate is an opportunity for conservatives to demonstrate the unity of the moral and economic agenda, and to demonstrate concretely the confidence we do and must have in the people of this country. It is a profoundly democratic opportunity, and thus a great duty for anyone aspiring to be an American statesman and lead this people. 

We must lead this people to the abolition of the slave tax, and for the right reasons. The question of fundamental tax reform is a test of the statesmanship of our politicians and of the quality of citizenship of our people.

  _____  

From: Frank R. Wall [mailto:frankwall@mindspring.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2005 09:47

To: 'CNBC - Federal Revenue Poll Results'; 'Presidential Tax Reform Panel members - OPEN LETTER'; FAIRTAX_DD@yahoogroups.com; NO-IRS@yahoogroups.com; electionwatch2004@yahoogroups.com; atlpat@yahoogroups.com; idfairtax@yahoogroups.com; 'Sam Wright'; 'News & Views'

Cc: 'Frank R. Wall - ECO Star Energy Systems (tm) (ESHNW)'; 'Eric Redman, President - Redman & Co. Insurance - Rathdrum, ID (ID/WA/MT)'; 'Phiip L.l Hinson, CPA - GA State Director FairTax'

Subject: [idfairtax] CNBC Live Poll is fundamentally flawed...

Importance: High

Re: http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CNBCTV/Promos/P110946.asp?ShowResults=1
<http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CNBCTV/Promos/P110946.asp?ShowResults=1
&HasVotedTwice=#Vote> &HasVotedTwice=#Vote <<

          http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CNBCTV/Promos/P110946.asp
<http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CNBCTV/Promos/P110946.asp>  (link to vote on flawed poll)

Don't be ridiculous, Social Security & Medicare will be reformed when we fundamentally and completely ("scorched earth") reform the federal & state revenue systems... First, enact H.R.25 FairTax Act (the only logical/reasonable answer today!) - A bridge to the future, then the states will quit using fraudulent, confiscatory federal data to "beat their citizens over the head" - then [anti-] social [in-] security/Medicare (which are both just another revenue tool for the general fund-after raiding the trust-fund), the burgeoning trade deficit and the horrific national debt will be progressively eased. - Sooner or later there will be a major grass-roots groundswell-epic consensus and the beltway cronies, the elitists and the "swelled-heads" will be mote. 

The cancer in our society and our economic engine is the "with-holding tax(es)" which makes employers "tax collectors" and makes employees think their "take home" is their base wages (a shell game)... and gives powerful, lobby interest the means to exclude certain classes from the safe-harbor provisions (engineers & computer programmers). - Ask any worker what they make and they don't know... only their take home pay. - Each year around April 15th the income tax counterculture (a relatively small, elite number of parasites ... "the income tax people") starts their scare-tactics and "brain-washing" and the news media marches in cadence with their deception... People actually think they won something with their tax return (after anticipatory, high-interest "shark" loans) when it was their money in the first place. - 

"There is something fundamentally wrong with a tax system that causes ordinarily honest people to "lie and cheat" in order to keep what is rightfully theirs in the first place ... very wrong!" - And, "the moral decay ("like father, like son") is evidence of decadence- the decline of our society and the volatile nature of our financial system espoused by the 100 year old income tax code's authors and their

(legislative/judicial/executive) progeny." - Confiscatory taxes... We don't own property; we just "rent it" from the respective county (paying for other people's children and services we don't necessarily want or need) and with "after tax" money.  Who's kidding who? 

- FRANK WALL - Copyright (c) 2005 - All Rights Reserved [except for this transmission and subsequent broadcast]

More of CNBC 

  _____  

 L I V E   V O T E

 RESULTS

Total Votes: 2785

Which do you think is the most important? 

Social Security reform

  19% 

Tax reform

  45% 

Medicare reform

  37% 

Votes tallied every 60 seconds. 

E-mail your comments on today's Squawk Box Poll <mailto:squawk@cnbc.com> 

Frank R. Wall - President & COO

ECO Star Energy Systems  LLC (tm)/SM

- 8613 East Cessna Lane / Hackney Airpark -

P.O. Box 1000 / Athol, Idaho 83801-1000

(208) 683-7000 / CELL (208) 818-4288 - USA

- E-mail:  < frankwall@mindspring.com >

http://www.NorthwestEnergyStar.com <http://www.northwestenergystar.com/>  - http://ww.fairtax.org <http://ww.fairtax.org/>  

http://www.EnergyStar.gov <http://www.energystar.gov/>  - http://www.energyconservatory.com <http://www.energyconservatory.com/> 

http://www.NWalliance.org <http://www.nwalliance.org/>  - http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/energy <http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/energy>  

                http://newhomes.csgrp.com <http://newhomes.csgrp.com/>  - http://www.climatecrafters.org <http://www.climatecrafters.org/>  

-30-          [[MORE]]

ADDENDUM for future discussion...

Subject: [FAIRTAX_DD] CNBC poll 

-- Which do you think is the most important?

SquawkBack Poll: Social Security, tax or Medicare reform?

http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CNBCTV/Promos/P110946.asp
<http://moneycentral.msn.com/content/CNBCTV/Promos/P110946.asp> 

      _____________________________________________________________________

Tax Panel Seeks Public Comments -- http://www.taxreformpanel.gov/contact/
<http://www.taxreformpanel.gov/contact/>  -- Executive Order No. <http://www.taxreformpanel.gov/executive-order.shtml>  13369

RE: < http://www.taxreformpanel.gov/ <http://www.taxreformpanel.gov/>  >> < http://www.taxreformpanel.gov/press/press-posting_2182005.shtml
<http://www.taxreformpanel.gov/press/press-posting_2182005.shtml>  >> < comments@taxreformpanel.gov <mailto:comments@taxreformpanel.gov> .>

Presidential Tax Reform Panel members (and the "Peter Principle"):

You will find my 'heart-felt' comments below... This isn't "I don't like it" but rather a candid evaluation based on empirical observations of how our governments (state, federal, local) "operate" (doesn't operate) the last several decades... Unfortunately, the states and local government mimic the federal in its (speaking of failing/erring humans) business as ususl "tax and spend" mindset can never wean itself from destructive and irresponsible actions.  -"Read'em and weep!"- Many across the nation share my views as I have lived-and worked-in over 20 cities the last 35 years trying to earn a modest, humble, responsible livilihood. - And this "AFTER TAXES!"

Frank R. Wall - President & COO

ECO Star Energy Systems  LLC (tm)/SM

- 8613 East Cessna Lane / Hackney Airpark -

P.O. Box 1000 / Athol, Idaho 83801-1000

(208) 683-7000 / CELL (208) 818-4288 - USA

- E-mail:  < frankwall@mindspring.com >

