 

February 26, 2005
Tax Reform Advisory Panel Request for Comments #1

You have asked for comments to four specific questions, the first three of which beg the question and are the obvious reasons for the formation of this panel. They have been answered numerous times and are common knowledge. Why are we wasting valuable time on them?! 

Since 1980 there have been no less than ten(10) major tax code “reforms” which took effect in ’81, ’82, ’84, ’86, ’90, ’93, ’97, ’01, ’02, and ’03. That fact alone should help to answer your fourth question. Your goal should be to stop tinkering with a system that is not working and has not worked. Taxpayers have suffered long enough under an unfair, unreasonable, complex, and dishonest system. Your goal should be to scrap the code and the IRS and replace it with a national sales tax. 

I am totally dismayed by some on the panel who have made the comment that there is no "political will" to replace the income tax! If that doesn't smack of lazy representation, I don't know what does. That is just more political expediency and I resent the fact that some, while be paid the big bucks, choose to avoid doing the right thing and tackling the tough issues.

I would remind the panel that this great country was built with a "can-do" attitude and that giving up before even trying is not what we want in our representatives. We Americans have high expectations for our representatives and by my definition political will is the empowering of representatives by the will of the American people and not by any other means such as personal or party agendas.

How many Americans do members of the panel know personally who want to continue this tax nonsense?! I would bet none. Yet some act as if their very jobs depended on doing just the opposite of what their constituents desire. I would suggest that when common sense returns to our representatives and when they debate based on the merits of an issue, we will begin to decrease the size of government, lower taxes, waste less, and have a group of representatives that the American people can be proud of. Idealistic? Maybe. Impossible? Not if our representatives do their jobs! 

 

Lyn Grunze

Humble, Texas

