-----Original Message-----

From: Dan Smalling [mailto:dsbs@xpressweb.com] 

Sent: Friday, March 18, 2005 11:07 PM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: 

Hi,

I am writing this commentary because I believe that changing our tax system to a consumption tax (as presented by the "Fairtax" proposal) could be the best thing that has happened to this country in a 100 years (and the greatest legacy this administration could leave). However, I have little faith that our politicians have the backbone to to abandon a system that has been reinforced and entrenched by special interests, greed and outright corruption for so many years. 

Since most of the lobbiest in Washington D.C. are there to influence tax legislation in favor of their clients, who will donate the millions of dollars to re-election funds? Who will answer the the angry voices of the corporations and the wealthy who are going to lose their special tax exemptions? What happens when people are able to see and realize how much tax they really pay instead of having that reality hidden in 10,000 pages of confusing tax code? And what about the millions of IRS employees, tax accountants and tax lawyers that will be suddenly unemployed (and who might even have to become contributing members of society instead of living off the hard earned dollars the rest of us pay into the system)?

No sir, after watching politics for many years, I don't think there is a snowballs chance that any real tax reform is going to take place. I think "we the people" will simply end up with a consumption tax and all the loopholes that currently benefit the wealthy and more pages of confusing tax code.

SO, MY REQUEST TO YOU IS " IF YOU AREN'T GOING TO DO IT RIGHT, DON'T DO IT AT ALL". GET RID OF ALL THE PRESENT TAXES AND REPLACE IT WITH ONE CONSUMPTION TAX OR LEAVE IT ALONE !

Thank You,

Daniel Smalling

dsbs@xpressweb.com <mailto:dsbs@xpressweb.com> 

