    I want to thank the Panel for this opportunity for my humble input on this issue.

I am deeply saddened that every move this president makes is met, not with honest cnador, but with partisan politics. However, we need an honest debate and all parts of the issue should be explored.

I beleve Social Security is headed towards a crisis becaause in about 13 years this program will pay out more than it takes in. Now the President want to incorporate a VOLUNTARY program for younger workers that will give the OPTION of private accounts. What is wrong with that? When you look at the current models available; i.e. Galveston County, Texas and Chile, we see that the working person will retire with about 3 times the retirement income than what Social Security would provide. We could be more independant if we had control over our retirement fund. 

     Another point of contention I have, as a retired person, is that if I were to die within a few years my wife would not get all of my Social Security, only a part of it. If I were working it would be worse; she would lnly get $250 or so to bury me. The Federal Government would keep all the money. Now that is not good for the American worker, is it?

    We are told that we are "gauranteed" our benefits. Now you know that is not true. Anytime you elected people want to you can alter what we get. We are not like you and have a "golden handout" from the time you retire from Congress. We have to work 40 years to get ours. Why don't you have a Social Security program like ours? We only get what you

want us to have. 

Marlowe & Barb
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