I am a CPA practicing in California. I have a master's degree in accounting with a specialization in taxation. I have worked in the taxation field for 19 years and have witnessed ever growing complexity due to the behavior modification approach to taxation. Before I went into taxation, I talked with a CPA I knew and he made a point I will always remember, "Why should a citizen of this country have to engage the services of a professional to discharge his civic duty to pay taxes?"  I have yet to hear a satisfactory answer.  There is none. Although I am a tax professional, I'm not a tax parasite. I should have a vested interest in a complex tax system, but I am aware of the burden that it places on people and business. It is a huge drag on the economy. I am of course referring to the income tax. Scrap it and replace it with a consumption tax. I have experience with both sales taxes and value added taxes. I think either of those would be vastly better than the income tax. If you go with a consumption tax, you damn well better make it fair and a simple as possible. Please don't consult with the California Board of Equalization, they're my least favorite tax agency. I have to go and prepare some more income tax returns, but those are my thoughts.

If you want to talk to a tax professional having first hand experience with many different types of taxes, please contact me, I'll be glad to help out. I'm on the front line for my company and I have lots of knowledge from the school of hard knocks.

Thanks,

Dave Murphy

