Sirs:
The present tax system has gotten WAY out of hand. The complexities of thousands of pages of tax code leaves well intended citizens bewildered as well as fearful of unintentionally violating the regulations and suffering the (sometimes unbelievable) consequences. Even the IRS “advisors” frequently cannot agree on the requirements, and hiring technical tax experts has become almost a necessity for filing even simple tax returns.

It is clearly time to radically simplify this quagmire. The apparent simplicity of alternatives such as Flat Tax or National Sales Tax is appealing. Of these two more popular options, I feel most favorably inclined toward the National Sales Tax in that even a simple Flat (income) Tax still discourages and penalizes initiative and personal improvement/achievement. 

In all cases it is imperative that the bureaucratic quagmire of the IRS must be eliminated. Tweaking the present system will not solve the problem. 
I strongly encourage the Advisory Panel to display the courage to propose a solution that eliminates the IRS, and further, feel that taxing consumption is far better than taxing achievement.
Thank you for soliciting my input.

Sincerely,

Douglas A Rasmussen

12835 Valleywood Drive

Woodbridge, VA 22192

