From: BEBOPALEX@aol.com [mailto:BEBOPALEX@aol.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2005 12:35 AM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: FEDERAL TAX REFORM

1)  Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers - both individuals and

     businesses - face because of the existing system.

     --  As a small business owner and individual tax payer I am taxed to death.  I pay income

         taxes, state taxes, sales taxes, LA Dept. of Revenue taxes, Calcasieu Parish Taxes,

         property taxes, and after all of these taxes their is little left! I have to bear the burden

         of paying an accountant on a monthly basis to adhere to all of the federal and state

         taxes.

2)      Unfair aspects of the tax system is the simple fact that as a middle

class majority

         we end up paying the most taxes, and we can afford it the least. The most unfair

         aspect of normal citizens paying federal income taxes is that our elected officials

         in Washington, DC, our Senators and Representatives who have voted themselves

         a whopping retirement package at our expense.  If they had to retire on the same

         social security payment of between $900 and $1,000.00 per month as the normal

         tax payer does, they would fix this system!  It's absolutely criminal that they voted

         themselves retirement incomes equal to their salaries at the end of their terms for

         the remainder of their lives.  We elect them to office and they screw us to the wall!

3)      Specific examples of distorted business and personal decisions - see

above!

4)       Goals that the Panel should try to achieve:  

          --  Do away with the IRS and eliminate the current Income Tax System.

          --  Institute the "Fair Tax Plan" where you are only taxed on consumption.

          --  Eliminate the Senates' and the House of Representatives' current retirement plans

              and put them on the current Social Security retirement plan like the rest of us if

              you don't change social security.  Let them try to live like the rest of us!  Plus, all

              of that money saved and diverted to social security will save social security.

