From: SWeisbord@aol.com [mailto:SWeisbord@aol.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 22, 2005 3:54 PM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: From Seth Weisbord to Ben Getto/please pass this along to Jeffrey Kupfer

Mr. Kupfer: My name is Seth Weisbord. I'm the father of an autistic son, David, and the founder of a nonprofit, United Disabled for Economic Security. The focus of UDES is on helping people with disabilities and their families better access and build private assets.

    I have a few questions, which, if at all possible, I'd appreciate answers to. I understand that the panel will be considering proposals to establish retirement and lifetime savings accounts. In doing so, do you know if the panel will be considering how these proposals would affect people with disabilities, particularly those with severe disabilities who are unable to work? If so, can you tell me what reports or testimony the panel may be reviewing on this issue? In particular, my concern is that disabled people who receive government benefits such as SSI would effectively be precluded from participating in lifetime savings accounts, because current asset limitations requirements of the SSI program disallow savings of more than $2,000.

     Thank you. Seth Weisbord

