From: Greg and Carol "Cheen" Athons [mailto:gwphtj@gobigwest.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2005 3:33 PM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: Consumption tax

A consumption tax is definitley more preferrable to an income tax. It's immoral to tax people more for working harder and longer under our current system. It's also redundant since many folks I know will take a day or two off of work from time to time to place themsleves into lower tax brackets. Why work that extra day when it will be taxed away from you anyway? But those promoting the consumption, or national sales tax, who invoke a 23% rate are outrageously mistaken. Most working folks with families are paying about 18% or more under the current system. Why would we want to shoot ourselves in the foot with a 23% sales tax? Best to trim government spending first, then to try a simpler and more cost effective form of taxation.

