
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
CHARTER OF THE

RETURN TO FLIGHT TASK GROUP

ESTABLISHMENT AND AUTHORITY

The NASA Administrator established the NASA Return to Flight Task Group ("Task
Group"). Having determined that it is in the public interest in connection with the
performance of Agency duties under the law, and with the concurrence of the General
Services Administration, the NASA Administrator hereby renews and amends the Task
Group's charter, pursuant to the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 5 D.S.C.
App. §§1 et seq.

PURPOSE AND DUTIES

1. The Task Group will perform an independent assessment of NASA's actions to
implement the recommendations of the Columbia Accident Investigation Board
(CAIB), as they relate to the safety and operational readiness ofSTS-114. As
necessary to their activities, the Task Group will consult with former members of
the CAIB.

2. While the Task Group will not attempt to assess the adequacy of the CAIB
recommendations, it will report on the progress of NASA's response to meet their
intent.

3. The Task Group may make other observations on safety or operational readiness,
as it believes appropriate.

4. The Task Group will draw on the expertise of its members and other sources to
provide its assessment to the Administrator. The Task Group will hold meetings
and make site visits as necessary to accomplish its fact-finding. The Task Group
will be provided information necessary to perform its advisory functions,
including activities of both the Agency and its contractors.

5. The Task Group will function solely as an advisory body and will comply fully
with the provisions of the FACA.

ORGANIZATION

The Task Group is authorized to establish panels in areas related to its work. The panels
will report their findings and recommendations to the Task Group.




