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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S1

9:00 a.m.2

CHAIRMAN CORNELLA: Good morning ladies3

and gentlemen. This hearing constitutes the fourth4

public meeting of the Commission on the Review of5

Overseas Military Facility Structure of the United6

States, more commonly known as the Overseas Basing7

Commission.8

My name is Al Cornella, and I serve as the9

Commission’s Chairman. Other Commissioners present10

today are, from my far right, the Commission Vice-11

Chairman, Lewis Curtis, Major General, United States12

Air Force, retired; Anthony Less, Vice Admiral,13

United States Navy, retired; Pete Taylor, Lieutenant14

General, United States Army, retired; and Keith15

Martin, Brigadier General, Pennsylvania Army16

National Guard, retired.17

And I would also like to introduce the18

Commission’s Executive Director, Ms. Patricia19

Walker. The Overseas Basing Commission was20

established by Public Law in fiscal year 2004.21

The Commission’s task is to independently22



4

 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433 

assess whether the current overseas basing structure1

is adequate to execute current missions and to2

assess the feasibility of closures, realignments or3

establishment of new installations overseas to meet4

emerging defense requirements.5

The Commission’s work is not intended to6

preclude the Department of Defense’s effort toward7

establishing the -- an Integrated Global Presence8

and Basing Strategy; rather, the Commission report9

will assist congressional committees in performing10

their oversight responsibility for DOD's (Department11

of Defense’s) basing strategy, military12

construction, and appropriations in the 2005 Base13

Closure and Realignment Commission determinations.14

This commission has been active since May15

2004 and has conducted previous hearings where we16

received testimony from former military experts,17

defense analysts, and experts on military family18

issues.19

We have engaged in briefings from the20

Department of Defense, State Department, the21

Congressional Budget Office, the Congressional22
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Research Service, and other entities.1

The Commission has met with commanders and2

received extensive briefings on the transformation3

plan for the European Command and the repositioning4

of forces in the Pacific Command.5

We’ve visited military installations in6

several countries meeting with U.S. forces, subject7

matter experts, embassy representatives, foreign8

military officers, and local officials.9

The Commissioners have also received10

briefings from the U.S. Central Command, U.S.11

Southern Command, U.S. Special Operations Command12

and U.S. Transportation Command.13

In addition, a briefing was provided by14

the Commission to the Combatant Commanders15

Conference and to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The16

Commission will provide Congress and the President17

with an interim report by March 31st, 2005, and the18

final report no later than August 15th, 2005.19

At this point I would like to describe the20

procedure for today’s hearing. We have two panels,21

and I will introduce each panel as they appear.22
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Each panelist will receive up to ten minutes for an1

opening statement.2

At the conclusion of all opening3

statements, each Commissioner will have up to ten4

minutes to question the panel. At the end of that5

round each Commissioner will have an opportunity to6

address an additional question to the witness.7

We will use lights as a courtesy reminder.8

When the yellow light appears you have two minutes9

remaining. When the red light appears, time has10

expired. However, I would ask the panelists to11

please take the time necessary to complete your12

comments.13

Joining us today on our first panel are14

two distinguished members of the Department of15

Defense.16

Douglas Feith is the Under Secretary of17

Defense for Policy. His responsibilities include18

the formulation of Defense planning, guidance, and19

forces policy, Department of Defense relations with20

foreign relations and the Department’s role in the21

U.S. Government inter-agency policy making. From22
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March 1984 until September 1986, Mr. Feith served as1

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for2

Negotiations Policy.3

Also with us is Vice Admiral Robert4

Willard, the Director of Force Structure, Resources5

and Assessment at the Joint Chiefs of Staff.6

We had requested the Service Chiefs to7

testify before us, but understand that Vice Admiral8

Willard is representing their interests. Some of9

our questions may require detailed information.10

The Commission respectfully asks that the11

information be provided for the record within 1512

days of these questions -- those that cannot be13

adequately answered here today.14

Now, it’s my understanding Mr. Feith will15

need to depart around 11:00 or shortly before 11:00.16

Okay. So, the Commissioners would first then like17

to address our questions to Mr. Feith and reserve18

the questions for Admiral Willard until such time as19

Mr. Feith departs or all questions to Mr. Feith have20

been addressed.21

At this point I will begin the22
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questioning. Excuse me, I’m going to first call on1

you for your opening statement, Secretary Feith.2

SECRETARY FEITH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman,3

members of the Commission. It’s good to have this4

opportunity to talk with you. I thought it would be5

useful to review for the Commission the strategic6

ideas that guided the work in our defense posture7

realignment.8

When various ideas about realignment came9

to Secretary Rumsfeld, he said that he wanted to10

approach the subject strategically. He wanted to11

know what were the main thoughts that we should all12

have in our heads as we think about the numerous13

specific decisions that have to be made regarding14

realignment.15

And I can summarize those main thoughts as16

follows:17

First, we are interested in having a18

posture that expands allied roles and builds new19

partnerships with other countries.20

The network of alliances and partnerships21

that we have around the world is one of our22








































































































































































































































































































































