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Gambling’s Impact on
People and Places
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When the casinos

came to Atlantic City

I got employed as a

pantry person mak-

ing sandwiches.

Then the casino sent

me to school to fur-

ther my education in

the culinary field. I

became a cook,

shortly thereafter a

relief cook, making

money that I didn’t

imagine I could be

making and being

able to provide for

my family.

“

—Sydney Meadows
Cook
Atlantic City Showboat
Atlantic City, New Jersey
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“I have worked at the Hollywood Park Casino for the last four years. I
am married and I have a beautiful family. I am the father of six childre n .
I came to California sixteen years ago, and I got a job at the Intern a t i o n a l
House of Pancakes where I worked for twelve years as a cook for $7.00
an hour. In those twelve years I never received a raise, never had a
vacation, and never was offered family health insurance. When my chil-
dren got sick, I had to take them to a local clinic and pay cash for all the
expenses. I never had time for my family. I worked 14 or 15 hours a
day, seven days a week just to be able to support them. But now I am
working at the Hollywood Park Casino, the first union casino in Southern
California. As a lead cook I make $12.00 an hour, $5.00 more an hour
than I used to make. And now I have affordable health insurance, and 
I can count on having regular days off to spend with my family. Before,
I had to worry about our future, but now I have job security and most
importantly I have respect and a voice on my job.”

—Carlos Alvarenga
Hollywood Park Casino, Eglewood, California

—Silvia Amador
Guest Room Attendant
Las Vegas Hilton Hotel 
and Casino

“I’m so glad to be

part of the union

gaming industry.

Thanks to it, I don’t

need to depend on

w e l f a re anymore ,

and I can give my

family anything

they need. And I can

give them a better

life and a prosper-

ous future.
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In 1994 Ellen Cantor experienced a mid-life crisis of sorts. She was at
the top of her field, earning $90,000 a year as a controller for a home
care agency. But Cantor, a self-described “nice Jewish girl from New
York,” wanted a change. She cashed in her 401K plan, withdrew her
substantial savings, and she and her soon-to-be husband packed up
everything and headed to “the land of opportunity”—Las Vegas. Once
there, they visited the casinos frequently—he played the horses, and she
played blackjack. They both found jobs they enjoyed. For two years, life
was good. Then Cantor discovered video poker. Before then, Cantor used
to chuckle at the people playing video poker in the convenience stores
and supermarkets. “Don’t they have a life?” she wondered. Her husband
tried to warn her. “That stuff is video crack. You are never going to get
away from it.” He was right; she couldn’t. Cantor “won” over $1 mil-
lion at one casino on video poker—but of course losing far more there and
at the other casinos she frequented. She began stealing from her com-
p a n y. Her husband finally left. Cantor sought help at Gamblers Anonymous
meetings, but the opportunity to gamble remained ever present. The pull
was too strong. Cantor knew she had to get away. She left her clothes,
furniture—everything—in the apartment and drove back to New York
City. She was so broke she had to write hot checks to cover expenses on
the trip. The support of family and a GA group in New Yo r k has seen her
through recent months. She thinks often of the hundreds of others she
met in Las Vegas whose lives were similarly destroyed by a g a m b l i n g
addiction. She worries, though, about the rapid spread of gambling a c ro s s
America. What if video poker was to come to New York? “I know I don’t
have another recovery left in me,” she says. “I will never set foot in
Vegas again, because I know I’m not strong enough not to gamble.”

—Ellen Cantor
New York City 
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—“Susan”
Greenville, South 
Carolina

“I would like to tell
[the advocates of]
video poker what it
has done for me. I
am now a ‘single’
parent with one
small income and
two small children,
one of who doesn’t
even remember ever
seeing his daddy
outside of prison
gates. Anyone who
thinks that video
poker isn’t addictive
or harmful needs 
to walk a mile, or
even a step, in my
shoes.

—Dominick Fiorese
New Jersey

“I was a good family
man, a good man in
my church and a
good businessman
but after gambling
in Atlantic City, I
turned into a thief
and a bum.
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