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COW SSI ONER McCARTHY: Now we'd like to

hear from Nancy Lantz. Wl cone Ms. Lantz,
Col orado Council on Conpul sive Ganbl i ng.

TESTI MONY OF NANCY LANTZ

fromthe
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MS. LANTZ: Hello, M. Chairperson and

Comm ttee.

COWMM SSI ONER McCARTHY:  Coul d you | ower
that for Ms. Lantz a little bit? Now, we'll see if
that works. If it doesn't, we have one over here you
can use.

M5. LANTZ: Okay. The Col orado Council on
Compul sive Ganbling is an affiliate of the National
Council. There are 34 affiliates. As you know, we
don't take a stand on any ganbling issues. However,
we do take position on problem ganbling.

We do have sone concerns that there won't
be an original research study. W believe that there
are significant questions about problem and
pat hol ogi cal ganbling that can only be answered by
original research. | think you all have a letter from
Dr. Henry Lesieur. Dr. Henry Lesieur feels that there
needs to be at | east 34,000 people in the research and
that it should be a door-to-door survey, versus the
t el ephone research or survey that we have done in the
past .

COWMM SSI ONER McCARTHY: W received a
correspondence from Dr. Lesieur a couple of nonths ago
at ny request. | phoned him Then | sent copies of

that to ny two coll eagues on the Commttee. |Is this
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a nore recent letter that you're referring to?

M5. LANTZ: Well, in July, the 22nd?

COW SSI ONER McCARTHY:  Yes. That's fine.

M5. LANTZ: |Is that the one?

COWM SSI ONER McCARTHY:  And you bot h have
a copy of that.

M5. LANTZ: Ckay. |If you don't, | can
provi de that for you

COWM SSI ONER McCARTHY:  Thank you. |
t hi nk we do.

M5. LANTZ: Specifically, a national
preval ence study is needed. While there have been
numer ous surveys throughout the states, there hasn't
been a significant national study that reflects the
attitude changes toward ganbling in the last 20 years.

The preval ence study woul d be very usef ul
to identify the rates of problem and pat hol ogi cal
ganbl ing and, al so, the high-risk popul ations, the
yout h, elderly people, wonen, college-age ganblers,
ethnic mnorities and m ddl e-age nen. There al so
needs to -- it needs to identify sone research to | ook
at issues like famly violence and how pat hol ogi cal
and problemganbling is involved in that.

There al so needs to be research into

credit abuse, over-spending and a | ack of personal
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responsibility and how these issues relate to problem
and pat hol ogi cal ganblers. There's a need for
research on the inpact of problem ganbling on the work
pl ace.

There's also a need for an inpact study to
see how it affects the famly, as well as the children
that conme from pathol ogi cal and probl em ganblers. Is
there a difference in the gender? |Is there a
difference if the children are male or female? |Is
there a difference if the addicted person is a father
or not her?

We woul d al so hope that the results of the
research would be a further awakening that problem and
pat hol ogi cal ganbling and the public health issue
shoul d be addressed as any other public health issue,
and that there should be significant funding to
maxi m ze the nunber of people to prevent the
progressi on of pathol ogi cal ganbling.

Any questions?

(Pause.)

COWM SSI ONER McCARTHY:  Thank you, very
much.

M5. LANTZ: Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER McCARTHY: W appreciate it.

COW SSI ONER W LHEL M | don't have a
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guestion. | do have a comment, which is: | support
and, | believe, that many other if not all of the
Commi ssi oners support the kind of national preval ence
study that you' re tal king about. There's a budgetary
probl em here in doing that on a door-to-door basis.

| personally agree with you that it should be done
that way, and | would hope the Comm ssion ends up

doing that. So thank you, very nuch, for your

comment s.

COWMM SSI ONER McCARTHY:  Thank you.

Now, that's all the w tnesses we have on
our list. | thank both of the w tnesses for com ng.

W are currently inquiring to see if we can nove into

anot her roomwhich has a little | ess noise comng from

t he back of us.

(Pause.)

COWM SSI ONER McCARTHY:  We're trying to
see if we can get into a quieter room Let's take a
five-m nute break while we're seeing if managenent can
hel p us out.

(A short recess ensued.)
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