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M KE HARRI S

MR. HARRI' S: Thank you. Madam Chai r person, nenbers of
the Commi ssion, | am Mke Harris. |'mthe Executive D rector of
M chigan Famly Forum located in Lansing, M chigan. | first
encountered the issue of riverboat casinos in 1993 while | was a
Kansas State Senator. The argunent then was M ssouri has
riverboats that are taking all our noney and we nust respond
The right response, the |obbyists said, was to put a casino and a
race track on the Kansas side of the river.

Using that same argunent, the casino industry is
havi ng sonme success in Mchigan. The Wndsor Casino across the
river from Detroit, just |ike a large riverboat casino, is
supposedl y sucking all the noney out of M chigan, never to return
agai n. So the argunent is we've got to have our own casinos to
keep our noney honme and to create all those high paying jobs that
the casino industry touts.

Def eated several tinmes in 1996, the ganbling interest
staged a massive last mnute expenditure and narrowy obtained
approval of a ballot initiative to authorize three casinos in
downtown Detroit. There is a novenent underway to appeal that
initiative, but failing that, it appears that casinos wll be
| ocated on the river, though not in boats, at |east avoiding the
hi ppocracy that exists in sone |ocations, such as the boats in
moats in Kansas City. VWhat can we expect from these Detroit
casi nos? Experience with Native American casinos and the nearby
W ndsor Casino gives us sone indication, and the independent
studi es whi ch have been done are hel pful as well.
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Nunber one, bankruptcies wll grow According to
articles published in the Detroit newspapers, bankr upt cy
attorneys in the Detroit area are already experiencing a
tremendous growt h in bankruptcy filing as a result of the Wndsor

Casi no ganbling. One estimated that the increase in his cases

was 40-fol d.

Two, addiction wll likely multiply and indeed
al ready has. M chigan had nine chapters of Ganblers Anonynous
five years ago and now has 35. And the survey by Western

M chigan University, conpleted in 1997, shows that there are
230,000 M chigan adults who have experienced ganbling problens in
the past year, nearly 90,000 of them neeting the criteria of
pat hol ogi cal ganbl ers. Wayne County, which is Detroit, has the
hi ghest rate of ganbling problens in the state. These probl em
ganblers in that study | ose on average nore than $6,000 a year on
ganbling, and nost never seek help. Only two and a half percent
of the problem ganblers and six percent of the pathol ogical

ganbl ers reported ever seeking help for the problem

Nunber three, crinme wll I ncrease. Crime 1is
decreasing nationally. Certain crinmes in casino neighborhoods
are increasing. In the Detroit area recently a man faked his own

son's kidnapping in order to try to pay back $50,000 in ganbling
debt s. According to a recent survey of the Detroit area by
Social Systens Research |Institute, not comm ssioned by the
ganbling industry, arson and car theft, two crines which can be
staged to raise noney to pay for ganbling addiction have risen in
the Detroit area 118 percent and 18 percent respectively, since
t he Wndsor Casino cane in.
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Nunber four, the poor will be victimzed. The sane
survey by SSRI finds that the percentage of conpul sive ganblers
in Detroit is twice as large as the rest of the state. Near |y
three in ten of those receiving public assistance reported
patronizing a casino in the last year and those on public
assistance lost five tines nore as a proportion of their tota
househol d i ncone than did other Detroiters. Thirty-eight percent
of single Detroit nothers patronized casinos wthin the |ast
year. And African-Anmericans lost two and a half tinmes nore at the
casinos than did whites. New |ocations will surely multiply
t hese probl ens.

For Mchigan famlies, especially those in Detroit,
t he expansion of casino ganbling won't nean a brighter future
rather it wll be the doorway to addiction, bankruptcy and
darkness for a city that deserves better. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN JAMES: Thank you.
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