10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

May 20, 1998 N.G1.S.C. Chicago Meeting 22

M5. ANN DANI ELS, C TY MANAGER, RI VERSI DE, MO

CHAI RVAN JANMES: Qur final speaker on this panel is
Ms. Ann Daniels, Cty Manager, Riverside, Mssouri. M. Daniels,
wel cone.

M5. DAN ELS: Thank you for allowing nme this
opportunity to share the inpact of riverboat ganbling on our
small M ssouri city.

Riverside is a fourth class city with a popul ati on of
only 3,390 people. It's less than 50 years old and was chartered
with the understanding that no personal property or real estate
taxes woul d ever be assessed or |evied against the residents or
busi nesses, and this promse still holds true. Because of this
commtnment, the city received only very limted funds wi th which
to operate each year. Revenues were generated through a one cent
city sales tax, utility franchise fees and notor fuel taxes.

Wiile the elected officials are to be comnmended for
their efforts to operate with very limted funds, a trip through
the community only four short years ago would denonstrate the
dire need for permanent streets, for a community center, for
parks, for facilities to house the departnents of city governnent
and a general effort for planning the future and cleaning up the
debris fromthe past.

The legalization of riverboat ganbling in M ssouri
and specifically the large mgjority vote cast by Riverside
residents in 1992 to open the city to riverboat ganbling has
not hi ng but the nost positive effect on our conmunity. Wile al
our residents may not be staunch proponents of ganbling, wth
many never having been to the boat, all are reaping the benefits
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the noney provided by ganblers bring to the city's coffers each
year.

One thing we have learned is that we cannot |egalize
nor legislate norality. Wien the voters spoke so strongly in
favor of ganbling being permtted, it becane the duty of the
el ected officials and our city staff to provide strong | eadership
to insure the core values of the comunity were not underm ned
and that the receipts were put to use with infrastructure needs
| ong overdue. The elected officials chose to commt the
riverboat funds strictly to capital inprovenents and capital
equi pnment pur poses. The comm tnment has continued, with none of
the ganbling revenues going into general revenue funds. Thi s
means that no salaries or daily operation costs are funded with
ganbl i ng doll ars.

Consequently, should our boat ride on down the
M ssissippi R ver tonmorrow, our community would have benefited
from the major inprovenents made to our infrastructure, but no
jobs would be ost, no salaries reduced, no services
di scontinued. As of this date our city has received $23, 952, 429
in revenues fromthe Argosy Casino.

You may be interested to know that there's listed in
the docunentation |I've given to you a |large nunber of projects,
one of the nobst unique being a contribution of $5.3 nmillion
towards the required local share of $29 mllion for the only
remai ning flood protection |levy not constructed on the M ssouri
River, the L385, in addition to absorbing the escalating |ega
fees for devel opment of this project. Conpletion of this project
will provide nuch needed flood protection to our business
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community, to alleviate the over $80 nillion spent by federal,
state and | ocal governnments with the 1993 fl ood.

| would just remind you that there are many benefits
that we have realized, part of that because we believe that the
set aside by Mssouri Gam ng Comm ssion, there are regul ations
requiring the highway patrol folks to be in place and on board to
provi de additional security which has been very beneficial. e
have not had any additional crine. We have not had increased
calls. Two a day citywde is all our calls have increased.

W do not know of folks who have lost their hones.
We do not know of those who have conmtted suicide. W do not
have any of those things in our conmmunity. The Ganblers
Anonynmous program is very small within our area, has not had
| arge nunbers of fol ks participating whatsoever.

| wish | could say that there are bad things to say,
but there are no bad things for us to report to you. That's al
| can share with you, the fact that we have had a very positive
I npact . I think part of that is because of the way that we're
using the funds and the commtnent we've nade to do so. W hope
that as you collect your data that the inpact that has been felt
in RRverside will be sonmething that will help to assess things as
you look at the rest of the comunities. | hope you'll 1ook
further at our witten docunmentation.

CHAI RMAN JAMES: Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(DN 2AN_NNA2 \WWAQHINCTAN N 20NNR_27N01 waAnAr naalrarnee fnm



