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M5. TONI JOHNSON

CHAI RMAN JAMES: Toni Johnson.

M5. JOHNSON:. H. M nane is Toni Johnson and |I'm an
enpl oyee of the Enpress casino in Joliet. | would |ike to thank
you for allowing ne to address the Comm ssion this afternoon.

| would like to tell you ny story about what the

ri verboats have done, not only for nme, but also for people in the

sane type of situation as nyself. First of all, | was fortunate
to have a job when the riverboats cane to town. | was working as
a janitor for a grade school. Good job, yes; career, no. | had

no chance for advancenent and no chance for additional grow h.

| started at the Enpress as a dealer. After | cane to
work for the riverboats, | realized that this was ny chance to
get into a business where a small town person |ike nyself would
actually have the opportunity to have a great career. After
about a year and a half | was pronoted to a ganme supervisor to
wat ch over the table ganmes. For the first tinme inny life | was
in ajob where | could actually get pronoted.

Then the Enpress cane up with the managenent training
program to devel op the managenment skills of diverse individuals.
| applied for the program and was elated when | was selected.
Thi s programtook ordinary people Iike nyself and sent us through
several departnents so that we could learn every aspect of the
casino industry. They also sent us to several classes and
semnars for additional training. | have never been given the
opportunity in any of ny past jobs to be sent to further ny
educati on.
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After conpletion of the program | was reassigned to
the table ganmes departnent where | currently hold the title of
tabl e ganes manager. | cannot think of any other conpany where |
woul d have had the opportunity for such a great career. "' m
proud to say that | work for a riverboat called the Enpress and |
t hank God every day for giving nme the insight and guiding nme into
maki ng the right career choice for nyself and for ny famly.

Secondly, | would like to make you realize what a
positive inpact the riverboat casinos have had on our community.
First, 1'd like to take you back to pre-June of '92 when the
first riverboat cane to the town of Joliet. Unenpl oynent was
high and it was in ny perception that it was very unsafe to wal k
around in the downtown area. Now the downtown area is cleaned up
and beautified, |ocal businesses and nerchants have benefited
fromthe increased flow of people who flock to a once depressed
city to visit our riverboats. The nerchants who have benefited
in some ways include restaurant owners, hotels, bakeries, office
supply, food suppliers, vending nerchants, |ocal grocery, uniform
suppliers, dry cleaners, rental agencies, day care centers,
construction conpanies, local painters, electricians and the |ist
goes on and on. Do | nmeke ny point?

On Thursday May 14th, the Joliet Herald News reported
what the inpact was of jobs created by Illinois riverboats. I n
1991, 1,820 jobs were created. In 1995, 17,300 people were
enployed by Illinois riverboats. Yes, the riverboats have nmade a
great econom c splash and the records prove that. | close ny
coments with a quote from the Chicago Tribune dated May 15th,
1998 and | quote, "Casino ganbling in Illinois contributes al nost
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1 $1.4 billion a year to the state economy or about three Monet

2 exhibits or nine Denocratic national conventions."” Thank you.
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