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MR NI CHOLAS HUNTLEY

CHAI RVAN JAMES: M. Nichol as Huntl ey.

MR. HUNTLEY: Hel | o. My nanes is N cholas Huntl ey.

| thank the Conmi ssion for letting nme have this tine to speak to

you.

|'"'m here to speak as soneone who has benefited from
the growth of the gamng industry. |'"'m enployed by Valet
Services in Chicago. |I'ma nenber of HERE Local 1. M conpany

is contracted to handle the parking for Trunp and Myjestic Star
casinos in Northwest |ndiana. Prior to ny enploynent at
Buf fi ngton Harbor | worked as a supervisor in a manufacturing
pl ant .

During ny last four years at the plant | attended
school part tine to earn ny teaching degree. My wfe always
worked in the service industry as a waitress. She never had any
benefits during those years. \Wen the Enpress in Joliet opened
she applied there and she was hired. There she earned a good
wage and gained insurance and benefits for our famly and of
course herself. At that time she worked there for a year and |
realized | could go to school full tinme, continue ny education
full time and work part time. That's when | becanme enployed in
the gam ng industry as well.

So through the expansion of the gam ng industry | was
able to pursue ny goal of becomng a teacher. Now |I'm a
certified teacher. | teach during the day and I work at the
casinos at night. Next year |I'll be leaving the casinos and ||
be strictly a teacher. But over the last five years the incone
from the casinos was essential to our famly's survival. As |

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(907 221122 WAQHINGTAN N~ 2NNNE-R7N1 wanan nan Irarnce ~n m



10

11

12

May 20, 1998 N.G1.S.C. Chicago Meeting 219

see now, the people I work with, they're either supporting their
famlies on two jobs or they're working full tinme and are going
to school during the day. These are hard working individuals who
benefit from the scheduling flexibility at the casinos. All
can ask is the people who are detached from the gam ng industry
may think these are |low wage jobs that can easily be absorbed
el sewhere in the econony but | ask that the Commi ssion be
careful and don't underestimate the value of these jobs for the
peopl e who have them Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you. M ss Susan Zingel. She
woul d have been nunber ten. | wll skip and put her at the end

of the list, if she comes before we get there.
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