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M5. JO DEAN JOY

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Jo Dean Joy.

M5. JOY: Good afternoon. |'m from South Dakot a.
have studied ganbling and its consequences since nmy son-in-law
went to prison for enbezzling over $4 nmillion. Although studies
and concerns cover all ganbling issues, | have chosen to focus ny
comments today on the South Dakota video lottery system

Sout h Dakotans suffer nore ganbling | osses per capita
and | ose a higher percent of their income than the people from
any other state. The electronic video poker machine is an
addi ctive ganbling nmachine and the addiction is intense. Sout h
Dakot a has taken the normal video poker machine to a new | evel by
addi ng touch screens, lightening fast play, no neaningful limts
and setting the nmachines so the average user |oses 36 percent of
the cash they put in. They are in your face with one nmachi ne for
every 62 adults in the state. They cannot be ignored.

Accessibility IS t he t oughest t hi ng for a
pat hol ogi cal ganbler to deal wth. The state encouraged an
i nexperienced population to use these ganbling rmachines,
declaring them entertainnent. The South Dakota state lottery
states "Lotto is fun for the future." Fi nancial ruin, crine,
destroyed famlies and suicides are not fun for the future. Mne
is the first and only state where a form of ganbling has been
curtailed and then resuned, providing the basis for a natural
experi nment.

Studies of four centers show that the need for
ganbling addiction treatnment al nost conpletely stopped when the
video lottery system was shut down for 100 days in 1994. |If you
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want to learn nore about addiction to the crack cocaine of
ganbling, | wurge you to research what happened in all of the
treatnent centers in South Dakota. South Dakota video lottery is
owned, operated and controlled by the state. The state is the
video lottery business. The proceeds are not a tax. They are
profit from a business activity that is dependent upon
uncontrol |l ed custoner | osses for its financial success.

There is no difference between what the tobacco
industry has done to its custonmers and what the state of South
Dakota is doing with video lottery. The state of South Dakota
has abdicated the role of protector of society and has now
assuned the role of destroyer, especially of its weakest npst
vul nerabl e citizens.

My nessage to you is twofold. The general public
cannot handle readily accessible ganbling wthout serious
consequences that have a negative inpact on all of us. The
incredible power of political greed makes it inpossible for
states to control ganbling in the best interest of their
citizens. Thank you for allowing ne to testify. M hope is that
God nmay guide you in your pursuits.

CHAl RMAN JAMES: Thank you very nuch.
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