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A-F-T-EERNOON S ESSI-ON
(2:35 p.m)
Rl VERBOAT CASINCS I1: THE ECONOM C | MPACT

CHAI RMAN JAMES: Ladies and gentlenen, it's tine to

begi n our next panel. Again, |1'd like to welcone our afternoon
panel . This is the Riverboat Casinos Il, the Econom c | npact
panel .

I'd like to take this opportunity to remnd our

panel i sts again that under the supplenental operating rules of
the Comm ssion, testinony that you give here today is considered
to be under oath. I would encourage each of you again that we
are happy to receive and in npbst cases, have received witten
testinony; therefore, you need not feel conpelled to read the
entire thing. A summary would be entirely appropriate. | would
ask you also to be mndful of the tinme keeper because it's very
inportant, as we go through this process, we do allow sufficient
time for interaction, questioning and di scussion.

Wth us today to discuss the economc inpact of
riverboat casinos is M. Thonmas Thanas, corporation counsel from
Joliet, Illinois. Also with us is M. Don Phares, Professor of
econom cs and public policy at the University of Mssouri; M.
Ri cardo Gazel is an econom st from the Federal Reserve Bank of
Kansas City, Mssouri; and M. Earl Ginols, Professor of
economcs from the University of Illinois. W want to wel cone

all of you and we will begin with M. Thanas.
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