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MONSI GNOR JACK EGAN

MSGR. EGAN: For the record I'd like to remnd the
Honorable M. Wtt that Dubuque is not the sanme as Chicago, and
Chicago is not the sanme as Dubuque.

I"'m going to talk to you about Chicago and its

flirtation with casino ganbling. I've been concerned about
ganbling for the past 30 vyears. |'ve read how ganbler
denogr aphi cs break out. The glittering few occupy the top
sliver. W know the opposite end of ganbling' s denographics,

too, terrorized, exhausted, chasing their |osses, converting
plastic into nore cash at the ATM |eaving babied to bake in
closed up cars, dropping Social Security checks into slots
quarter by quarter, betting the rent or any noney they can score
any way, that the next wager will get them back up to zero and
mout hing the prayer that diagnoses an addict, "God, help ne get
out of this and I'll never do it again."

Ganbling towns break down the sane way. The
glittering town top is Las Vegas, dazzling, detached in control,
sone call it a town with a single industry focus. Beneat h the
relentl ess welcone lies a hard nosed network of security, down to
the penny forecasting, neticulous systens to canoufl age the nob,
murders, prostitution, robberies, rapes, suicides, all the crines
t hat al ways acconpany ganbling and mght stand in the way of the
single municipal mssion to separate visitors fromtheir cash.

On the other end are noribund spots |ike Atlantic
Cty, Gary and now Detroit, or aging ailing riverboat towns wth
little left to lose, or the dirt road, dirt floor, dirt poor
pockets of hopel essness |ike our Indian reservations. Chi cago
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was al nost one of them a few years back. Qur econony was bad

job  market wor se, public education deteriorating, crime
escalating, the Loop was becom ng uninhabitable, gangs were
bringing crinme into bungal ow nei ghborhoods. W were |osing self-
confidence and hope.

Wen the magi from the desert promsed civic
renai ssance, famly entertainnment, jobs, tourists and cash, our
city fathers were set to sign up, until the Chicago R ver sprung
a leak and flooded the Loop, tabling the project. | like to
think it was providential and since then two things happened.

One, all our fears proved out in reality for towns
that took the bait, we said ganbling never changes its stripes
and we were right. Two, Chicago revived wi thout surrendering its
character, integrity and identity to ganbling. Qur econony cane
back to life, jobs are plentiful, tourists are having a grand
time wwth us, Chicago is | ooking and working |ike the world class
city we are.

It's a city of neighborhoods, neither single mnded
nor desperate enough to risk hone and famly by laying a dicey
bet on a dream W' re not cool |ike Janmes Bond; we're not single
m nded |ike Las Vegas; and we're nowhere near as frantic as
riverboat towns and Indian reservations. And that's precisely ny
poi nt .

Chicago, first and forenost, is a real honme town.
Wiile you're here, | hope you'll have tine to notice, not only
our breathtaking lake front and skyline, our extraordinary
shopping and dining, our spot at the heart of the nation's
transportation and financial markets, our parks and forest
preserves, our newy renovated and recl ai med Loop, also our crine
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rate dropping, public schools inproving, our enploynent rate at
an all-time high, our new construction, renovation, our clean and
heal thy new face, our vibrant beauty, our energy, our new river
wal ks and Navy Pier, the way Chi cagoans use and enjoy their hone
t own. There's still an appetite for ganbling anong sone
Chi cagoans. In fact, there are civic |eaders who still envy the
streans of cars that head west, north, south and east to ganble
in other people' s casinos nearby and to |eave their tax revenues
in someone else's coffers.

|'"d like to rem nd our |eadership when the ganbling
day is done, Chicago can cone back to the confort of reality and
diversity of honme. 1'd like to rem nd themthat casino ganbling,
whet her | and based or riverboat, changes a community's character
forever. It's a bell that can never be unrung. Chi cago stil
watches from a distance as |egalized ganbling cannibalizes its
own from coast to coast.

And I'd like to remnd them that Chicago is still
only better. | hope you wll feel welcone here in Chicago.
Enj oy our home town. Explore it. Chicago is great towmn. My |
say about casino ganbling, we don't need it and if a referendum

we were offered, we would not want it. Thank you very nuch.
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