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CHAI RPERSON JAMES:

Davi d Schurga?

MR SCHURGA:  Yes. | would like to thank
the board for inviting me, and the Massachusetts State
Lottery.

Approxi mately nine years ago | purchased ny
first convenience store, it was an up and running
store, it did a fairly good business. But it didn't
have Lottery and everybody told ne | should add
Lottery, which | did. And over the next few years

between the Lottery sales and the increase in business,
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| was able to take a store that had run wth four
enpl oyees to 16 enpl oyees.

Also, wth the additional profit that I
made from the store | was able to purchase another
store. The other store |I purchased was a nom and pop
store that sold wine and beer and they were only open
9:00 to 5:00 and they also didn't have Lottery and |
put Lottery in there. And that store becane very
successful. Now we took a two man store and we turned
that one into a 25 enployee store because we added
sandw ches and pizza and things of that nature.

Fromthere | purchased a third store where
there had been a fire, they had gone out of business,
they had done a reasonably good business. | went back
in and renodel ed, put the Lottery back in. W& punped

it up and we were able to nmake a profit from that

store.

The fourth store that | bought was a friend
of mne, his father was ill, and they asked nme if | was
interested in buying the store. | went down and |
purchased the store, | renodeled, | increased the size

of the Lottery and that worked.
Now, wthin nine years, | have | ust

purchased nmy fifth store and that store is also up and
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running very well. And nost of it due to the Lottery
sales and the profits the store can nmake from the
Lottery. Now, every one of these stores that 1've

purchased | have increased the nunber of personnel by a

m ni mum of four tines. Wth the additional Lottery
sales that we have, | am able to pay ny part tine
enpl oyees nore than other places pay them | have part

time people that have been with ne for nine years and
as | open other stores, if it's located close to one of
t heir houses, they nove to another store or they becone
a manager .

If | did not have the Lottery in these five
stores, three of them right now, would go out of
busi ness, w thout a doubt, they would not make it. The
Lottery is one of the things that are keeping the
stores alive. |'ve never run into any problens, we
have had problens with sone people we think ganble too
much, we instruct them that if they need help they
shoul d seek help. But for the nost part, over the
years | see the sane people every day. And what | see
is that they have a few extra bucks to spend, it's not
hurting them and if they choose to spend it on a few

Lottery tickets, that's their business.
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1 CHAI RPERSON JANMES: Thank you very nuch,

2 M. Schurga.



