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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S15

                                           (8:40 a.m.)16

            CHAIRPERSON JAMES:  The appropriate greeting on17

a morning like this is to say, "Top of the Morning to You."18

And I'm also told that there is an appropriate response?19

            COMMISSIONER MCCARTHY:  And the rest of the day20

to you.21

            CHAIRPERSON JAMES:  There you go. Thank you.22

            I think I would be remiss if I didn't wish each23

and every one of you a very Happy St. Patrick's Day.  We do24

have a very ambitious agenda today, and I'd like to25

immediately proceed.  But not without noticing that in this26

morning's paper, even though the article was good, and you27

know, I am indeed a woman, and somewhat, you know, the28

picture is not all that great, but the headlines says,29

"Federal Panel Holds Hearing Over Massachusetts Lottery".30
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And I just want to reiterate that that, in fact, is not why1

we are here as a Commission.2

            As I said yesterday morning, the Commission is3

not here to target the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or to4

hold hearings on the Massachusetts lottery or to hold it up5

as an example of any kind.  This is, indeed, a national6

Commission and we're looking at the issue and we're very7

grateful to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and for those8

individuals associated with the lottery in this state that9

have been so extremely helpful to us as we put together our10

Commission meeting.11
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