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COWM SSI ONER W LHELM  Dal | as Massey, Seni or?

MR. MASSEY: My nanme is Dallas Massey, Senior. [''m
the tribal chairman of the White Muntain Apache Tribe. And
menbers of the Conm ssion, welcone to the State of Arizona. I
hope your stay here is a pleasant one. And | conme to you from
the White Mountain areas, the cool weather of the eastern part of
Arizona and also our reservation consists of 1.6 mllion acres
and we have approximately 13,000 tribal nenbers. The majority of
these nenbers are less than 18 years old, approximately 50
percent of them And we have unenpl oynent rate over 35 percent
and a nmediuminconme for the reservation is 13,000 conpared to the
state figures, 27,000.

Bef ore casino canme along, the White Mpuntain Apache
Tribe based nostly on their tinber industry and our annual
allowabl e cut at that tinme was over 110 million board feet. But
now we reduced that annual allowable cut down to 54. That
reduced our incone real low, made it real difficult to provide
our essential governnent services, such as social services,
hi gher incone, law enforcenent, fire protection, funding of
tribal courts and other federal responsibility. It's difficult
to get | oans w thout casinos.

Right away 1'Il go into all the regional and triba
benefits of Hondah Casino owned and operated by the Wite
Mount ai n Apache Tri be. Revenues from casi nos have funded a new
25 substance abuse treatnent facility, a supplenental funding of
repl acenent of tribal executive building destroyed by a fire in
1993, a $1 mllion contribution to the State of Arizona Wite
Ri ver School District for the conpletion of a gymasium and
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activity center in Wite R ver, repair and renovated tribal
sSwWi nm ng pool into operative condition, develop tribal nuseum a
maj or attraction Fort Apache Miseum federal requirenents, a

tribal youth center basketball court, $1 million scholarship for

col |l ege education -- pursuing a college education, purchase 20
tribal vehicles to replace old worn-outs, inpacts payrolls,
alnost $6 mllion, purchases goods and services, alnost $11
mllion, payroll taxes paid, $1.1 mllion sales to Pinetop,

al nost $200, 000.00. Al these would have been inpossible if we
didn't have gam ng

If you look in your room there's a valet guide in
there. On the second page, there's a casino in there, convention
center. If it wasn't for gamng, we wouldn't have that. It has
provi ded us 454 enpl oyees which 298 are tribal nenbers, 40 Native
Americans and 116 ot her people. Thank you, without this it would
have been i npossible.

COWM SSI ONER  MOORE: Madam Chairman, may | ask him
just a few questions? Hi's is unique.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: That normally is not done during
t he public coment period but since it's you, Doctor Moore.

COWM SSI ONER MOORE: The only reason |I'd like to ask
him a question is they've got 1.6 mllion acres of land and it's
13,000 instead of 50. Most of the tribes have been 50. Why
aren't all of your people working at the casino? What is your --
what's your unenpl oynent rate?

MR. MASSEY: Unenployment rate in 1990 figures shows

35 percent.
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COWM SSI ONER  MOORE: Wiy aren't all of them working
at your casino?

MR. MASSEY: W have people that are not qualified to
t ake these professional positions.

COWM SSI ONER  MOORE: They don't want anything but a
pr of essi onal position?

MR. MASSEY: The people that we have hired right now
are working into -- from the bottom up; nmaids and also the
bartendi ng and working their way up into the professional |evel.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you. Dal |l as Massey,
Senior, that was Dallas Massey, Senior. Thank you so nuch, M.

Massey.
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