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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Ceral d Reiner?

MR.  REI NER Madam Chair and nenbers of the
comm ssion. M nane is Gerald Reiner and I'm an enpl oyee at the
Del Mar race track where | work as carpenter foreman.

You've heard a lot of testinony today concerning the
econom ¢ inpact of horse racing, enploynent at farns and tracks
and the contribution we make to our local and regiona
communities. | ask for the opportunity to speak to you today to
put a hunman face on that testinony and to stress to you the
i nportance of racing facilities like Del Mar to those of us who
make a living there.

I'm a nmenber of Local 547 of the southern California
Conference of Carpenters and | began working at Del Mar as a
seasonal enployee in 1978. In 1980 | began working full time on
a year round basis and today as | speak | am one of over 1,000
collective bargaining enployees and 400 non-union seasona
enpl oyees on the payroll at Del Mar.

The various enployees at the track are represented by
13 collective bargaining units and include various construction
trades, Teansters and Service enpl oyees International

Del Mar is nore than just a ganbling environnment. It
is a way of Ilife not only for it's enployees but for the
t housands of horse owners, trainers, groons, hard-wal kers, and
fans who call it hone for seven weeks every summer. It is a
maj or benefactor of |ocal hotels and restaurants in San Diego's
north county and a significant contributor to | ocal and national
charities.
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As |I'm sure you well know, California went through a
serious economc recession in early 1990's and new hone and
commercial construction projects were seriously and adversely
af f ect ed. Despite this recession the challenges faced by the
racing industry in recent years, racing has still provided a
steady source of enploynent and well paying jobs.
It has permtted nmany people like ne to raise ny
famly in a great community. | consider nyself fortunate to be a
part of this business and particularly proud of the contribution
all of us here at Del Mar nmake to that comunity.
Thank you very nmuch for giving me this opportunity to
speak.
CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you. I'"d like to thank
each of our public comrent speakers. | prom sed you a big round

of appl ause at the end.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you very nuch. | want you

to know that your views are very inportant to this Conm ssion and
we recogni ze and appreciate that many of you took tinme away from
your work and your famlies to be here. For those of you who are
di sappoi nted that you did not have an opportunity to give public
comment, | would remind you that it is a fair and open process
and that it's first come, first serve, that's the Anerican way.
So you have to get up early.

You are indeed inportant to this process and we do
t hank you
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