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July 29, 1998 N GI1.S. C. San D ego Meeting 225
CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Carlos Arturo Al varenga?
MR. ALVARENGA: Thank you for the Comm ssion to be in
Cal i fornia. My nane is Carlos Al varenga. I have worked at the

Hol | ywood Park Casino for the |ast 40 years.

Thank you.
| am married and | have beautiful famly. | am the
father of six children. | came to California 16 years ago and |

got a job where | work for 12 years as a cook, $7.00 an hour In
those 12 years | never received a raise, never have a vacation
never was offered famly health insurance. Wen ny children get
sick I have to take ny children to local clinic and | pay cash
for all the expenses. | never have tinme for ny famly. I work
14 or 15 hours a day seven days a week just to be able to support
my famly.

By now I am working at the Holl ywod Park Casino and
in California. The first union casino is southern California.
Now that | work at the union casino | love it so nuch than
better. As a |ead cook |I make $12.00 an hour, $5.00 nore an hour
than | used to make. And now | have affordable famly health
insurance and | can count on having regular days off to spend
with ny famly.

Before | worry about our future, but now | have job

security and nost inportantly | have respect and a voice on ny
j ob.

Al this and the will to keep working. | have ny job
and | hope to work therefore many years to cone. | would like to

t hank you for your attention.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.
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