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CHAI RPERSON JAMES:  Chai rman Pi co.

CHAI RVAN  PI CO. Conmi ssi oner Janes and honorable
menbers of the commttee, | would thank you very nmuch for giving
me this opportunity to testify here this norning before the
Nat i onal Ganbling I npact Study Conmi ssion.

And | am Ant hony Pi co. | am Chairman of the Viejas
Band of Kuneyaay |ndians, which is |ocated about 35 mles just
due east of here.

The -- somet hing happened here. The Viejas Band w ||
never forget May 12th, 1998. That was the night we had to choose
bet ween the W1 son Conpact, gam ng conpact, or forfeiture actions
against our video ganes by the United States Attorney in the
Sout hern District of California.

W nmade the decision to negotiate within the WIson
Pal a Conpact franmework, the "so-called Option B", because we had
a gun to our heads. The gun to our heads was a Departnent of
Justice action against Tribes not willing to negotiate a W/I son-
i ke conpact with Governor Pete WIlson's office.

Loss of the video machines, which is 80 percent of
our inconme, would devastate our major investnments in building an
econoni ¢ base for our Tribal governnent. It would also nean
letting go of at least 1,000 enployees of the 1,800 people that
we enploy. The desire to protect the jobs of our enployees and
their famlies, both the Indian and non-Indi ans who depend on us
for our decisions, weighed heavily on our My decision to
negoti at e.

After eight vyears of court battles, legislative
fights, and divisive political rhetoric, the governor brought us
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a conpact to sign, a conpact that we were never a party to, a
conpact that extracted a very dear price: the price of our
sovereignty.

W have $120 mllion in our ganmng facilities,
invested in our gamng facilities. Another $10 nmillion in
infrastructure i nprovenents, froma water reclamation plant, to a
fire station and energency anbul ance servi ces. The Vi ejas Band
i nvested quickly in diversifying, beginning with the ownership of
a local comunity bank, and the recent opening of a $36 mllion,
37-store retail outlet center, dining and entertai nment conpl ex.
We have nore than 2,100 vendors, nostly fam|y-owned businesses,
dependent on our econom c well being.

The people of Viejas took the option to negotiate a
Wl son-1ike conpact armed with a glimer of hope that we could
take | eadership in anending the conpact for one nore flexible,
accommodating individual Tribal circunstances. W have not
succeeded in noving the Governor from his heavy-handed arbitrary
approach to Tribal concerns and differing circunstances. Thi s
Governor is not negotiating. He's mandating. The state takes,
and the Tribes give.

This is a famliar rhetoric -- excuse ne. This is a
famliar ring, and it's because it is a repeat of our past
relations with the state of California. There was no good choice
on May 12th for ny people nor any of the Tribes in California.

Qur decision was nade even nore painful by the fact
that we knew that the WIson Conpact was designed to divide the
Tri bes between those who could conply and those who could and
woul d resist. And as we see here today, that wedge politics
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conti nues when we see unionization, union people, good union
peopl e agai nst Native Anmericans, and that is a sad, sad situation

that this state is in today.

Those with the trust -- you know what, this thing is
not worKki ng. Is that because it's not union operated here or
what? | deserve to be heard and | deserve good equi pnent.

A VOCE If you could step back up just a little bit
from the m crophone. It has a cut-off nechanism if you get a
little too close.

CHAI RVAN Pl CO. Al right. Too nmuch on the
Reservation. | guess I'mjust used to yelling across the vall ey.
Coul d I have another m nute's grace, Madam Chai rwonman?

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Absol utely.

CHAI RVAN PI CO.  Thank you.

Those with the trust responsibilities to Tribes that
have been practicing an old policy of |ooking the other way while
treaties, agreenments and |aws supporting Tribal rights get
tranpled by the states. The federal agencies wth the
responsibility to bringing both parties to the table have been
only interested in making the Tribes sign a conpact regardl ess of
its inpact value or inplications for Tribes.

The issue of gamng is nore than betting, regulation
and taxes. It is about finally allowi ng Native Anericans a pl ace
of respect and equal opportunity in America' s econom c picture.

This Conmission is only part of history. |If Anerica
fails to live up to its prom ses of self governnment and econom c
i ndependence for Indians when it comes to gamng, it wll be
remenbered as continuing its policy of oppression and
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di scrim nation when the opportunity arose to change the pattern

of sad and tragic rel ationships.

| do not wish to sound disrespectful here, but [I'm
just really getting a little bit tired of our rights -- people
guestioning our rights and our integrity, and I'm tired of

fighting the politicians in Washington and California to get a
conpact. I|I'mtired of seeing ny Tribe's resources, both personal
and nonetary, wasted on fighting phony and unfounded politica
scare tactics from the infiltration of organized crine to the
nyths that we do not pay taxes. | believe that the people
of this country wanted to change the relationship between Indian
and non-Indian. Anmericans want to make anends for the past. I
know that people of this county, of this country, if not the
politicians, are cheering for us. The public is appreciative of
what we have acconplished t hrough gam ng.

Let nme tell you about how people in San Diego feel
Voters support the Tribes keeping the games that we now have by
85 percent. Statew de the support is 68 percent. That's why we
know that we have a chance for a fair conpact when the voters of
this state go to the ballot in Novenber.

A recent survey conpleted in June of 1998, of San
Di ego voters reveal ed that 89 percent of the respondents believed
that Tri bes have proven to be good corporate citizens.

The sane percentage, 89 percent said that they would
support a local ballot measure opposing state mandates over
Tribal affairs, including gam ng. Wen the voters were
asked who they trusted, the Tribes or the state, to address the
issues that the state clains it nust nandate in the WIson
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Conpact, 77 percent said they trusted the Tribes nore than the
state to negotiate fairly. Seventy-seven percent said that they
trusted the Tribes to protect the health and safety of casino
patrons. Seventy-two percent wanted to | eave the nunber of the
machi nes up to the Tribes. Sixty-six percent trusted the Tribes
to enforce federal Iaw on Indian |Iand, and 72 percent trusted the
Tribes to prevent underage ganbling and ot her crimnes.

San Diego citizens do not believe Tribal casinos wll
lead to crine, or need nore regulation. Seventy-four percent
said that they did not believe allowing Indians to have video
machines will result in increased crine in California.

On the issues of regulation, only 15 percent of the
voters questioned whether the Tribes were doing a good job
managi ng our casinos, and only 15 percent were worried about
probl em ganbl ers or casinos increasing ganbling addiction. And I
want to point out the testinony probably cane this norning, but I
read in the newspaper where a lady will testify or has testified
that we very nuch feel that we have a responsibility also, as

gam ng operators, for problem ganblers and people that are

addicted to ganbling. W recently donated several thousand
dollars to that organization, and we wll continue to do so,
because | believe it is our responsibility. It's our

responsibility if people conme to our establishnments and are

addicted to gamng or ganbling, and we have to clean up the

i ndustry. If those problens are there, it's our responsibility
and not the governnment's responsibility.

The citizens of San Diego believe we provide an

acceptabl e entertai nnment venue on our Reservations. San D egans
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believe Tribal government gaming is a viable alternative to
wel fare on reservations. They believe that gamng is a good
alternative to poverty and the future extinction and continued
di sintegration of Tribal comunities.

The question that | have before you here this norning

and in conclusion: Wien you hear all the facts what will you
bel i eve?

Thank you very nuch. "Il be open to any question
that you m ght have. | see that ny purpose here today and in the

future regarding this Commssion is to be your servant, and |
will be here to help you if I can. |If you need ne to fly across
the country to talk to others, or to talk to soneone else within
t he Comm ssion or any of you, or be any help that I can, | would
be nost happy to do so.

Al so on a postscript, | think that the unions and the
Tribes is an exanple of the wedge politics that is going on in
this state. | deplore that. | think that it's just being played
here in California is just -- | don't have any words for it, but
it hurts ne terribly to see these things happen.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(2N2\ 2A_AA?R WASHINCTON D C 20NNKR-”7N1 WAAMAE nealrarnee ram



