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peri ods before casino gam ng, and were forced out due
to the lack of quality job opportunities.

Today, | can say that ny fam |y has
benefitted in many ways due to ny union and the gam ng
i ndustry.

I moved here to Atlantic Gty in 1981 to
open up Pl ayboy Casino Hotel. The reason | cane to
this area was to provide ny fanmly with a better
opportunity and quality of life by working in the
gam ng industry. Through this industry, | was able to
buy a new hone here in Atlantic City alnbost ten years
ago. Yes, |, too, amone of the many people in this
area who enjoy the fact that | have a good job, with
good heal th benefits, job security and real incone.
| can truly say the opportunities are here.

Thank you.

MR, VELASQUEZ: (This testinony is given
through an interpreter.)

I"mgoing to be brief in ny story, and
appreci ate the opportunity that you have afforded ne
to speak in Spanish.

| aman imrigrant fromChile, who has been
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inthis country for 16 years. M fanmly was conposed
of three nenbers, nmy wife, nyself, ny daughter, who
was born in New York City where we |lived confortably.

I was a construction worker for eight years
and was barely able to find work in the sumers and
sporadic work in the wintertine.

One day, ny wife invited ne on a trip to
Atlantic Cty, which changed our lives for the better
W went to the Taj Mahal, and as a joke we put in an
application for enploynent, which was on the verge of
opening. The foll owi ng week, we received a phone cal
informng us that we had an interview the next day at
10: 00 a. m

| informed themthat we were not interested
and to take us off their list and we thanked them for
their offer. Ten days later we received a tel egram
with the sanme proposition. They didn't seemto
understand that we were not interested in working for
the casinos. W felt it was too big of a risk to
switch life styles at this stage of our |ives.

It took sone convincing on their part to

get us to cone down here, and we did. The rest is
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history. Today, | |ook back and | realize that it was
t he best decision we made. Today, we are homeowners,
we live in a fine neighborhood, and ny wife had tw ns
and all the nedical bills were covered by our health
pl an.

The twins are now four years old, and in
March we will mark our eighth year in this area. |
know | woul d never have been able to acconplish any of
this in the Big Apple, everything that | have
acconplished in Atlantic City.

Thank you.

M5. BRENNER: My nane is Devon Brenner. |
work for -- Bally Park Pl ace.

| came to Atlantic City in the sumer of
1972, for what was to be a long vacation. Wthin two
months | met ny husband to be and nmy tenporary visit
turned into 25 years.

I worked as a food server in various
restaurants around town, nostly in the spring and
sumer, since during the winter the city was virtually
deserted and enpl oynment in the restaurant business was

not avail abl e.
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