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that we are interested in hearing the rest of your
story and ask that you may want to submit that in
witing to the Conm ssion

SHIRLEY T.: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAVES: | think we have tine to
get in one final person. Mary Heineman

MS. HElI NEMAN:  Good eveni ng,
Conmi ssi oner s.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Good eveni ng.

M5. HEINEMAN: |, too, would like to
address the issue of treatnment, especially treatnent
of children

VWhat are the children of conmpul sive
ganbl ers | earni ng about ganbling? Are they | earning
the value of big win? Are they |earning that success
requires no nore than a dollar and a drean?

Have sone of us abandoned the val ues that
were passed on to us? Weren't we taught the val ue of
a good book, of great nusic, and the wonders of
nature? Wren't we taught the rewards of famly
t oget herness, hard work, and personal acconplishnents?

| believe everyone in this roomwould |ike
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to do sonething that would hel p decrease the nunber of
conpul sive ganblers in this country. However,
br eaki ng the chains of an addiction requires treatnent
and education, and those things require noney.

Very often it's the famlies of conpul sive
ganbl ers who are the first ones to seek treatnent, and
then they don't have the noney to pay for it.

So how then can we intervene? The gam ng
i ndustry does not want this responsibility. The
| egi sl atures do not want to raise taxes, but there's
one group of people who perhaps would not object if it
was deci ded that they woul d make avail abl e the funds
needed to treat conpul sive ganblers and their
famlies. W0 are these people?

The wi nners. Suppose anyone who w ns
$5,000 or nmore woul d have to forego a very mnute
portion of that w n, perhaps one quarter or one
percent. It's unlikely there would be nmany conplaints
because, as an exanple, the win of $5,000 woul d
require the recipient to forego $6. 25.

If these nonies then were designated for

ganbl i ng treatnent prograns, there would be enough
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funds to treat everyone who's been affected by this
addi cti on.

Ironically, should this go into effect,
some of the contributors would be investing in their
own future for they, too, may one day need help with
a ganbl i ng probl em

Only by establishing treatnment prograns
can we protect the children. How have our children
been inpacted while living with a conpul sive ganbl er?
For too many of themthis di sease has taken away what
all the noney in the world cannot buy.

Thank you.

CHAI RVMAN JAMES: Thank you.

I"d like to take this tine to thank those
of you who have come before the Commi ssion this
evening to tell your stories and to share with the
Conmi ssi on.

| also want to thank probably one of our
unsung heros in the room our signer right over here,
and I want to thank you. | know how difficult that
can be particularly for this long a period of tineg,

and | do want to thank you.
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