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Shirley T.

SHI RLEY T.: Cood eveni ng, Madane
Chai rwoman - -

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Good eveni ng.

SHIRLEY T.: -- and all of you panelists.

["'mShirley T., and I'ma conpul sive
ganbler. M/ last bet was June 14th, 1996.

| started ganbling Iike normal people do,
goi ng down for a bus trip once or twi ce a year
occasionally going with famly in the car maybe once
a year. | live about an hour away.

I"'m60 years old, and |'ve been married 38
years. | have two children and three grandchildren
My husband was an executive with a Fortune 500
conpany, and he traveled a great deal, and | had tine,
and | had a brokerage account, and | started driving
down to Atlantic City after two or three years.

W were having marital problens. MW
husband had had a series of affairs throughout our 38
years of married life, and it was an escape. | never
ganbled for the noney. | had the noney. | could buy

the cars, the fur coats. | ganbled for the action
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| would drive down. | would valet park ny

car, and | would stay for 24 hour periods. 1In the
beginning | used ny Visa card. After a couple of
years | | earned about markers.

VWhen | stopped ganbling, | was up to
$20,000 in narkers, which I could have increased to
40, probably 60, because nmy markers had all been paid

all the years that | ganbl ed.

| didn't start ganbling until | was in ny

| ate 40s, and ny children were raised, and as | said,
nmy husband travel ed a great deal, and | had the
freedom and the neans.

I woul d take over a whole series of slot
machi nes, especially late at night when the casinos
woul d thin out, and | was a very nasty person when
ganbl ed.

I would play the dollar machines, the $5
machi nes. They're very, very addictive.

| would carry ny dinner conp. with me for
t he whol e 24 hours wi thout eating, w thout sleeping.
The casi nos would conmp. ne dinners. They would conp.

me tickets for shows. They would conp. nme trips to
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the island. They would conp. nme suites, and if | went
up to the suite and stayed in that bed for half an
hour, that was a long time because | had to be back on
that floor. | had to be back where the action was.

About six o'clock in the norning | would
start to get tired, and I would think that 1'd better
go and get a cup of coffee before | would start ny
drive home, and | would walk in, and the hostess woul d
usual |y say, "The buses are coming in now. Do you
mnd sitting at the counter because we've got groups
of four and six people that would like to have the
| arger tables."

And, you know, | didn't mnd at all. |
didn't want to | ook at these couples that had healthy
rel ati onships when | felt |ike a degenerate.

| went to --

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Shirley, thank you so
much. | do apol ogi ze --

SHIRLEY T.: Surely.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: -- but the tine is up.

SHIRLEY T.: That's all right.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: And | want you to know
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that we are interested in hearing the rest of your
story and ask that you may want to submit that in
witing to the Conm ssion

SHIRLEY T.: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAVES: | think we have tine to
get in one final person. Mary Heineman

MS. HElI NEMAN:  Good eveni ng,
Conmi ssi oner s.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Good eveni ng.

M5. HEINEMAN: |, too, would like to
address the issue of treatnment, especially treatnent
of children

VWhat are the children of conmpul sive
ganbl ers | earni ng about ganbling? Are they | earning
the value of big win? Are they |earning that success
requires no nore than a dollar and a drean?

Have sone of us abandoned the val ues that
were passed on to us? Weren't we taught the val ue of
a good book, of great nusic, and the wonders of
nature? Wren't we taught the rewards of famly
t oget herness, hard work, and personal acconplishnents?

| believe everyone in this roomwould |ike
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