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every part of the state provide goods and services to
this vital industry, benefits from Sussex County in
the north all the way to Sal em County in the south.

And al so peopl e consider the over 200, 000
senior citizens whose property taxes will be frozen
thanks to the gam ng industry.

The State Chanmber urges this Comm ssion to
make a full and fair study of legal ganbling in the
United States. Such a study has to give substanti al
enphasis to the powerful econom c benefits associ ated
by this industry.

| thank you for the opportunity to be here
this evening and offer our continued assistance in
your investigation.

Thank you very much.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Scott Ferguson, wel cone.

MR, FERGUSON: H . |[|'m Scott Ferguson
Executive Director of the United Way of Atlantic
County, and | appreciate the opportunity to address
t he Conmi ssi on.

The United Way of Atlantic County raises
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nmoney in a conmunity-w de annual canpaign. The
majority of the noney we raise cones through payrol
deductions. W would not be successful w thout the
cooperation and active participation of the CECs of
| ocal conpani es and casi nos.

Duri ng our nost recent canpaign we raised
$2,672,000. The nmoney is used to help fund over 50
heal th and human service prograns and 30 | oca
agenci es, agencies that |last year touched the lives of
125,000 Atlantic County residents.

The area casinos and their enpl oyees | ast
year contributed over 53 percent of the total noney
rai sed. Because of the casino industry, over 40,000
peopl e are able to work and nake a |iving wage.

Nearly 20, 000 casi no enpl oyees contri bute
annually to the United Wy of Atlantic County. Since
the debut of gaming in Atlantic Cty, the United Wy
has rai sed over $40 mllion, noney that has been used
locally to not only inprove the quality of our Ilives,
but to insure that people in need get the services
when they need them

| estimate that wi thout the support of the
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casino industry, we would have raised approxi mtely
only $10 mllion during that sane time period.

| think it's also inportant to note that
when | tal k about 125,000 people, it's people that we
know, we work with; it's people that are in this room

It's our friends and our nei ghbors because
each and every casi no supports the efforts of the
United Way of Atlantic County, we are able to fund
vital conmunity services, services |like the Boys and
Grls Cub of Atlantic Cty, Salvation Arny, the Red
Cross, Grl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and dozens of others.

The United Way is a volunteer driven
organi zation. The casino industry encourages active
community participation fromtheir enpl oyees, and the
United WAy and nmany ot her nonprofit organizations
benefit fromtheir support.

The casino industry has inpacted the
quality of life for everyone in the area. In ny
opi nion, the area would not be as successful as it is
wi t hout the casinos.

Sure, there are problens and issues, but

there are partnerships between the casinos, the United
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Way, other nonprofits, other businesses to work on
them and address them

| have been a United Way Executive
Director for nine years, in two other states. | think
it's inmportant that you know I chose to nove here.
saw out standi ng comunity support fromall the
busi nesses, fromthe people, and fromthe casinos.
" mexcited about the second wave. W' re already
wor ki ng with these new casinos to see how we can
address and nake positive changes for our conmmunity.

The total econom c and social inpact of
the casino industry in Atlantic County is enornous.
As you go forward with your study, | encourage you to
renenber that whatever your findings may be, we are
tal king about the lives of people, people |like you and
ne.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Ji m Brennan

MR, BRENNAN: Good eveni ng, Madane
Chai rman, Conmi ssioners, and a special welcone to M.

Lanni . | renenber himfromwhen he was running
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