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Thank you very much.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Bill -- is it Mattle?

MR MATTLE: Mattle.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Mattl e.

VMR, MATTLE: That's correct.

CHAl RVAN JAMVES: Wl cone.

MR, MATTLE: Thank you.

My nane is Bill Mattle, and it's a
pl easure to be able to speak with you this evening.

First and forenost, let nme say that | am
a resident of Atlantic City and a resident very nuch
by choice. | relocated to the area approximtely five
years ago, and at that tinme | really had ny pick of
nice communities to live in, but I chose to nake ny
hone in the redevel oped northeast inlet, and at the
time | was |ooking around, you could just sense that
somet hing very exciting was taking place. It was
pal pable. A conmunity was being rebuilt. A
nei ghbor hood was bei ng reborn, and | very much wanted
to be a part of it and amvery glad that | did so.

I know that you had an opportunity today
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to tour through Atlantic Cty, and | just w sh that
you coul d have been here this fall when | gathered
with ny friends and nei ghbors and we held our second

annual Ckt oberfest.

["mproudly living today in a nei ghbor hood

that is as diverse culturally and racially as any. |
am enjoying a strong sense of comunity that | have
not experienced since | was a small child.
VWhile | could certainly address the

remai nder of ny remarks to the great experiences that
I"ve had in nmy chosen hone here, 1'd Iike to direct
those coments nore to the point frommy perspective
as the Executive Director of the South Jersey Al DS

Alliance, which is one of the nation's ol dest Al DS

service organi zations and the largest in southeastern

New Jer sey.

I"moften asked as | travel around the
Nort heast or as | speak to nmy counterparts in other
areas of the state, you know, "How is the problemin
Atlantic Cty?" with sonehow t he understandi ng bei ng
that certainly all social problens nust be that nuch

wor se because you live in a gam ng town.
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And in fact, I'"'mable to tell themthat
our experience has been just the opposite. Certainly
Atlantic Cty has not been spared the ravages of AIDS
Parents who have buried their children, children who
have lost their parents, whole comunities and whol e
famlies that have been devastated by the untinely
deaths of too many individuals, and Atlantic Gty has
not been an exception

We do not, however, face a problemthat is
in any way inordinate or unique to this area. W are
facing the same chall enges that every other urban
communi ty throughout the Northeast, throughout the
State of New Jersey, and throughout this country is
faci ng.

VWere we do differ and differ greatly is
inour ability to neet that need. The casinos have
been a strong and powerful ally in helping us to do
that and not just in dollars, although there have been
hundreds of thousands of those. They've supported us
in many different ways, with fundraisers, by allow ng
their enpl oyees to get involved, delivering food to

t he honel ess, taking up toy drives, pouring out
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i measur abl e technical assistance to help us build our
or gani zati on.

In short, the casino industry knows that
good conmunities just don't happen. They need to be
built, and I"'mproud to live in a town where the
i ndustry not only has taken up that challenge, but has
supported its enployees in doing the same, and at the
end of the day, that's the kind of community that I'm
very proud to go home and say that | fall asleep in.

Thank you very much.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Joan Ver pl ank.

MR, LEONARD: Yes, Madane Chai rwonman. My
name is JimLeonard. |'mVice President of Governnent
Rel ations for the State Chanber. Unfortunately Joan
was unable to be here this evening. So I'mgoing to
be filling in in her place.

CHAl RVAN JAMVES: Wl cone.

MR LEONARD: | thank you all for the
opportunity to be here today, this evening.

| appear before you on behalf of our board

of directors and the over 1,300 nenbers of the State
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