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Thank you.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Thank you, and | do
appreci ate the opportunity to have visited there
yesterday. It is quite a facility.

M5. MELTZER  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Gene Roach. M. Roach here?

(No response.)

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Si dney Meadows.

MR MEADOWS: (Good evening. My nane is --

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Good eveni ng.

MR MEADOWS: My nane is Sidney Meadows.

| can renenber graduating from high
school, seeking full-time enploynent, not having a
trade, not being able to find a full-time job. | left
and went into the service

After having served in the Arned Forces
and returning home as a Vietnamvet, still having a
hard tine finding full-tinme enploynment, | took to
pi ece work, odd jobs, working on docks, et cetera, et
cetera, et cetera, barely making ends neet.

VWile sitting hone one day watching a show
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called "Vegas," | thought to nyself, "Boy, that would
really be nice to work in a casino.” Then the casinos
canme to Atlantic City. Lo and behold, the opportunity
ar ose.

| got enployed as a pantry person naking
sandwi ches. Then the casino sent ne to school to
further ny education in the culinary field. Then
became a cook, shortly thereafter a relief cook
maki ng noney that | didn't inagine | would be naking
and being able to provide for ny famly

Not only did it enable ne to provide
decent housing and transportation. It also provided
medi cal and dental benefits. For exanple, | was
di agnosed with having congestive heart failure, then
havi ng to have surgery on ny leg and foot three tinmes,
no less. On top of that, | also had to have a bone
graft.

Had it not been for the casinos with such
great nedical benefits, | would not have been able to
have had these procedures done. Possibly | would have
lost ny life having congestive heart failure thinking

about how I woul d pay these expensive bills.
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You know, | can renmenber when | was in the
service just before casinos cane. Qher service
menbers and different people asked nme, "Where are you
fron?" and ne saying, "Atlantic Gty, New Jersey,"” and
them saying to me, "Were is that?" because Atlantic

City wasn't well known enough. They didn't have

basebal | , basketball, football, hockey teams. So
had to say, "I'mright outside Philadel phia or New
York City."

In closing, I'd like to -- 1'd like to or

| remenber entering Atlantic City on Route 40. West
of Atlantic City there's a sign hanging over the
overpass that says, "Wl conme to Atlantic Cty, the
Wrld s Playground."™ That sign was barely hanging.
The paint was faded and saying, "Welconme to the
Wrld s Playground.™ | just shook my head and si ghed.
But now |l get to Atlantic City and I'm so
proud to say that I"'mfromAtlantic Gty because the
lights flourish, adequate signage, beautiful
bui | di ngs, nice streets, sonmething to do, sonewhere to
go, and noney to be nmade. Yes, it's a 24 hour city

t hanks to the gam ng
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Thank you very much.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Bill -- is it Mattle?

MR MATTLE: Mattle.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Mattl e.

VMR, MATTLE: That's correct.

CHAl RVAN JAMVES: Wl cone.

MR, MATTLE: Thank you.

My nane is Bill Mattle, and it's a
pl easure to be able to speak with you this evening.

First and forenost, let nme say that | am
a resident of Atlantic City and a resident very nuch
by choice. | relocated to the area approximtely five
years ago, and at that tinme | really had ny pick of
nice communities to live in, but I chose to nake ny
hone in the redevel oped northeast inlet, and at the
time | was |ooking around, you could just sense that
somet hing very exciting was taking place. It was
pal pable. A conmunity was being rebuilt. A
nei ghbor hood was bei ng reborn, and | very much wanted
to be a part of it and amvery glad that | did so.

I know that you had an opportunity today
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