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there's not enough noney for themto win. They just
want to win and win and win, and eventually the smal
bets get bigger and bi gger and bi gger, and before you
know it you lose, and the only big hit a conpul sive
ganbl er can have is going to GA because, please
believe ne, if it wasn't for GA |l would be a dead man
now.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Tony MIillo.

MR MLILLG Mlillo.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Mlillo. Thank you.

MR, MLILLG Thank you.

My nane is Tony MIlillo. 1'mthe
presi dent of the Council on Conpul sive Ganbling of
Pennsyl vani a.

W& have been doi ng our best to neet the
needs of problem ganblers in the State of Pennsylvania
by providing a help line, educating health care
wor kers, and general community about conpul sive
ganbl i ng, and building a coalition of supporters since

1983.
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The help Iine recently received a boost in
callers and support. The state lottery in
Pennsyl vani a donated noney to our help Iine and began
listing the phone nunber in their lottery tickets. In
the first nonth of Decenber, the phone calls al one
i ncreased from 200 to 4,500, and the expenses
i ncreased from$70 to $1, 700.

For two years the council has hosted a
conference for health care professionals, governnent,
gam ng i ndustry enpl oyees, school counselors, and
conpul sive ganblers. A copy was given to your
Commi ttee.

The forum was for exchange of information
and i deas about diagnosis, treatment, and public
policy issues.

The council seeks support fromthe
gam ng conpanies that are conmitted to responsible
gam ng. In Pennsylvania, Seven GCircles Resorts,

Epi c Horizon, and the racing industry; those
who reached out from New Jersey, are Harrah's, Trunp
Casinos, Bally's, and Caesar's. They support our

council by donating tine and noney to help wi th our
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operating costs, conferences, and help line.

W realize that these conpani es do not
have an open wallet. They are Iimted, and we thank
them for our interest in our citizens.

A low estimate of the nunber of conpul sive
ganbl ers in Pennsylvania is about 360,000, with many
of this popul ation being teenagers. Qur teenagers are
seei ng nmessages: don't smoke. Don't drink. Say no
to drugs.

Concer ni ng ganbling, they hear: you nust
play every day to w n.

Sone of our schools have carnivals, and
some of our high schools and coll eges have casi no
nights. That's for our students.

Anot her issue of our concern is treatnent
centers who did take an interest in conpulsive
ganbl i ng have cl osed. Professionals who wanted to get
i nvol ved in conpul sive ganbling see no advant age
because i nsurance conpani es do not cover conpul sive
ganbl i ng even though the DSM 3 and DSM 4 in 1980
i ncl uded compul sive ganbling as a treatabl e di sorder

Qur council realizes that no one has the
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right to tell an adult how to spend your entertainment
dollars. It would be foolish and time consunmng to
try and do so, but we are concerned that education on
conpul si ve ganbling are | acking.

Many of our citizens don't even realize
that it is an addiction and there is help.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: M. MIlillo, thank you so
much, and we will read the rest of that as a part of
our deli berations.

Mary Jo Pierce, welcone.

M5. PIERCE: H. M nane is Mary Jo
Pierce. Good evening, nenbers of the --

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Mary Jo, |I'mgoing to ask
you to pull that mke really close and speak really
loudly so they can hear you in the back

M5. PIERCE: Ckay. M nane is Mary Jo
Pi erce. Good evening, nenbers of the Conmm ssion, and
thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today.

In June 1983, after |eaving an abusive
rel ati onship and goi ng through a nasty divorce, ny
parents convinced ne to nove to Atlantic Gty, New

Jersey. Both of them plus three other fam |y nenbers

262



