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COW SSI ONER McCARTHY: How many credit
cards did you use in any one ganbling facility?

RALPH O : Al of themif necessary.

COW SSI ONER McCARTHY:  Ei ghteen credit
cards?

RALPH O : At one tine | cane down here.

COW SSI ONER MECARTHY:  Was it a racetrack
or a casino?

RALPH O : No, this was all in the casino.

COW SSI ONER McCARTHY:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Bill Barry.

MR, BARRY: (Good eveni ng, Madane Chair,
| adi es and gentl enen.

My nane is Bill Barry, and I'm a resident
of Barnigan, New Jersey, approximately 40 mles north
of Atlantic City. M wfe, Lee, and | have lived
there since the purchase of our honme in 1973.

'73 was a very good year. A new hone, the
birth of our first child, Melanie. 1 was working in
sales at the tinme and worked in the New York netro

area. This was a big change for ne, froma rock and
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roll nusician and junk yard nechanic. A steady
paycheck, benefits.

Qur second child, WIlliam was born in
1975, and the tinmes were changing. The stability I
had t hought that I had was no nore. Gas shortages,
downsi zi ng meant unenpl oynent for nme. Six nonths out
of work.

After all, things weren't that bad. M
wi fe was working in banking at the tine. | had
enj oyed great success in sales as an eastern regi ona
manager, but even with a good resume, there weren't
enough jobs to go around.

| ran into an old friend who was worKki ng
in arestaurant in North Jersey 80 mles from hone.
It was 1976. | needed work. | did everything in the
restaurant, cleaned, kitchen prep., bussed tables,
wai ted tables, swept up every night. | guess | ooking
back now, | guess it wasn't a union shop

I changed jobs frequently since the rate
of pay was always the sane, $5 per hour or $25 per
shift. Tips and being closer to hone was the nost

i mportant thing in nmy mnd.
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The restaurant business in South Jersey is
a seasonal one and primarily was held by schoo
teachers who were off fromschool for the summer.

They nmoved fromjob to job to work the hottest spot.

I finally found a place in Tonmis R ver 20
mles fromhonme and thought it was ny final stop until
| answered an ad for a casino bartender in a |oca
paper. | was hired as a bartender Novenber 1980 at
the Gol den Nugget, and | amnow in ny 18th years with
t he casi no, and being a nenber of Local 54 and worKking
in the casino has afforded nyself and ny famly a
stable way of life that would not have been possible
in the past.

The | ow wages, |ack of benefits, and
general working conditions would never have afforded
me the peace of mind that | have now. The benefits
al one have saved ne fromfinancial ruin. M wife has
had ei ght foot operations. M son was hit by an 85
mle an hour fast ball, breaking his jaw in several
pl aces, and | have had hand and el bow surgery. Thank
God, mny daughter through routine check-ups has avoi ded

any naj or problens.
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My wi fe, who was forced out of banking by
the RTC, also holds a casino job as a nonuni on cage
cashier.

Wbrking in the casinos has enabled us to
see our daughter graduate from Stockton Col | ege and
pursue her Master's in social work, our son graduate
frombasic training in the United States Marine Corps
as Honor Man and is stationed at WIIow G ove Naval
Air Station as a Reserve in the mlitary police. He
is also attending John Jay Crimnal Justice School at
New York University with the intent of working one day
for the FBI.

So as you can see, as a casino worker, the
American dreamis a reality for nyself and ny famly,
and the stability it has given us is sonething | thank
God for every day.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

(Appl ause. 0

CHAI RVMAN JAMES:  Don W

DONW: M nane is Don W | ama

conpul sive ganbler. | made ny | ast bet on June 12th,
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