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on?"

I couldn't. The signs were all around ne.
They were invisible to me. Everything | wanted from
ganbl i ng though | have now from not ganbling.

Thanks.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Joel, thank you very

nmuch.

Harvey G

HARVEY G : (Good evening, |adies and
gent | enmen.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Harvey, would you pul
that --

HARVEY G : Sure.
CHAI RVAN JAMES: -- so that we can --

HARVEY G : You |l ook so scary up there.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Pl ease, not this group.

HARVEY G : Not this group.

My nane is Harvey, and |I'm a conpul sive
ganbler, and | haven't ganbled for a long tine, but I
remenber .

| remenber when | was young the only thing
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| ever wanted to be was an attorney, dreant of it,
schenmed for it, ny only dreamin life, and it never
cane easy. | worked very hard to obtain it, worked
t hrough hi gh school, college, and later |aw school
and becane an attorney in the State of New Jersey.

And ny dream cane true, and | renenber
when | becane an attorney, my parents, who hadn't gone
t hrough hi gh school, were just so happy and proud that
their son had beconme an attorney. M God, what a gift
| gave them

And | renenber building up probably the
| argest real estate practice for a single practitioner
in the State of New Jersey, but | also renenber
buil ding up a larger, nore horrible ganbling probl em
because ganbling becane nore inportant to nme than
anyt hi ng.

It becanme nore inportant than law. It
becanme nore inportant than ny famly, ny wife and
three children. It becane the nost inportant thing in
my life.

| don't know why, and | don't know when it

changed, but it did, and |I renmenber doing things I
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t hought | was incapable of doing. | never stole
anything in ny life, and I found nyself doing terrible
things to ganble.

Every single vacation becane a ganbling
vacation whether nmy famly liked it or not. They were
bound to cone with ne.

But | nostly renenber sitting down with ny
wife in May of 1980 and telling her that the house
that we had had three nortgages, that the bank
accounts that we had saved were no | onger there, that
the children's funds for college were gone, that ny
lifelong anbition as attorney woul d never ever be
again, but nost of all, that I -- that | had no self-
esteem no desire to live, and | prayed every single
night after that that I would die, that I wouldn't go
on another minute. | renmenber that nost of all.

But | al so remenber finding Ganblers
Anonynous, and | haven't ganbled a day since then. |
thought life was over. It gave ne a resurrection. It
brought back ny children to ne, ny famly to nme. It
br ought back hope, hope | hadn't had for a long, |ong

time.
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My message is not to tell you to close
casinos. M nmessage is perhaps to tell you that there
i s hope out there. Perhaps we can publicize it.

Per haps we can teach it. Perhaps we can nake peopl e
awar e.

I was one of the fortunate ones, very
fortunate, and I know | have to cl ose now.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Thank you, Harvey.

HARVEY G : Thank you.

CHAl RVAN JAVES: M chael S.

M CHAEL S.: Yes. (ood evening. M/ nane
is Mchael S., and | am a conpul si ve ganbl er, and

made ny | ast bet on Septenmber 5th of 1994, and I'm

going to say what's been said already. | amnot for
or against the casinos. | do not want to see them
shut down.

Peopl e can ganble normally. | cannot, and

I"'mgoing to tell alittle tale, and this is a tale
about a 14 year old boy that entered Atlantic City and
stood in front of the Playboy Casino and stood in
front of the glass and watched his grandparents

ganbl e, and fromthat nonment on, that's all he wanted
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