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MR VERNI ERC  Yes.

COW SSI ONER W LHELM | suspect we're
going to hear varying views on that subject in the
next day and a half, and I'd very nmuch |ike to have
the statistics fromthe Attorney General of the state.
That woul d be very hel pful.

MR, VERNI ERO  Certainly.

COW SSI ONER W LHELM  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you. We will
submt those, and they will be a part of our record.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER W LHELM  Yeah, but | want to
have t hem today and tonorrow t hough.

CHAI RMAN JAMES: G eat.

MR VERNIERO | have copi es,

Commi ssioner. 1'll drop them off.

COW SSI ONER W LHELM  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN JAMVES: If | can ask staff to
pi ck those up, nake copies, and give themto all of
t he Conmi ssioners, that woul d be good.

The Honor abl e Kenneth Le Fevre.

MR LE FEVRE: Thank you.
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Good norning and wel cone. | appreciate
the opportunity to contribute ny thoughts to you
t oday.

I"mfortunate to represent Atlantic Gty
inthe state legislature. |In the last few years
Atlantic City and Atlantic County have energed as a
flourishing conmercial center and a good place to find
wor k or operate a business.

You have already heard statistics that
indicate the region's booming, and it's in |large part
due to the positive influence of the casino industry.

Casinos nean different things to different
people. To sone they nmean a place to go and have a
good tine. To many others in this state and beyond,
casi nos nmean enploynment. It's not a surprise that the
gam ng industry in this region is the | argest
enpl oyer, and it's no surprise that the effect of
direct casino salaries and wages of $1 billion
annual ly are plowed right back into the comunities
through the State of New Jersey.

Atlantic County heads the list of counties

whi ch benefit by the dollar volume of casino service
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i ndustry busi ness. However, the second and third in
[ine are the northern counties of Essex and M ddl esex,
respectively, with a conbined share of al nbst 20
percent of the total casino business.

These direct benefits of gam ng seem
pretty obvious, but I'd like to give you sone exanpl es
of the good things, the human things, that are the
i ndirect benefits of gam ng

There are over 8,200 approved vendors from
all over the state that service our industry. One of
themis AC Coin & Sl ot Conmpany, owned by Mack and Kay
Seelig. Their business, which is one of the premer
casi no supply conpanies in the United States, is
flourishing, but their lives weren't always filled
Wi th successes.

Back in the md-'70s, the Seeligs, who were
born and educated in Atlantic City, were ready to get
out, nmove to a better place. There was no business
possibilities and no industry beckoned on a good deal
but somet hing very inportant happened to change their
m nds and change their lot in life and nmake t hem stay.

That was the casino referendum of 1976.
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Today the Seeligs contribute a $4 nmillion
payroll to the econony and enpl oy nore than 120
individuals in their firm fromtruck drivers to
artists and scul ptors of their work. Yes, the AC Coin
& Sl ot Conpany is prospering.

But just as inportantly, the Seeligs have
made it their life to be involved in their comunity
and hel p others. They have di splayed sincere concern
for society through participation in events, such as
the American Cancer Society, receiving the 1996
Ameri can Cancer Society Silver Sword Award. They have
| ent support to other great charitable causes, such as
the Atlantic Gty Rescue M ssion, Famly Services,
United Way, Boy Scouts of Anerica, the Success by Six
Program whi ch benefits young children, and the
Anerican Heart Association

Kay Seelig is head of ACORA, Inc., the
foundation that started Beach Fest, which
was designed to generate tourismand positive
awareness for Atlantic Cty.

Anot her vitally inmportant conmponent of the

Seelig's life is their philanthropic. Recently AC Coin
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& Sl ot Conpany donated gam ng equi pnent val ued in
excess of a half mllion dollars to Atlantic Comunity
Col l ege. This was done out of a sincere desire to
hel p neet the needs of students preparing for entry

i nto the expandi ng market.

For their relentless efforts on behalf of
the conmunity, the Seeligs have received nunerous
awards. Topping the list of the couple's recent
awards is the prestigious 1997 Bail ey Award gi ven
annual ly by the Atlantic City press which recognizes
the positive difference nmade by these unselfish
busi ness people in the lives of the people of their
own town.

Aren't we all lucky the Seeligs didn't nove
away ?

Agai n, |adies and gentlenen, this is the
human side of gaming, and this is just one exanple of
what one vendor can do to inprove the quality of life
in the state

There are other human sides of gam ng
VWhen the legislation that |egalized ganbling in

Atlantic City was passed 20 years ago, the entire
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state was prom sed benefits to be derived fromtaxes
pl aced on the industry's casino activities, casino
| endings, and is sent to the New Jersey treasury. The
taxes placed in the casino revenue fund which supports
progranms to assist senior citizens and handi capped
per sons.

Since Resorts International was opened in
1978, the industry has sent nore than $3.8 billion to
the Treasury. In 1997 alone, this figure anbunted to
315 mllion.

I"d like to nmention the two | argest
i ndi vi dual progranms funded primarily by casino tax
revenue because together they receive nore than half
of the tax dollars. I'mreferring as you heard
earlier to the Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged
or Disabled, or PAAD, and the Lifeline Program
You' ve al ready heard a good deal about PAAD and its
critical role in the lives of our senior and disabled
citizens.

I"d like to add to that one bit of
information | received recently directly fromthe

Department of Health and Senior Services. An official
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there told ne that the departnent regularly receives
letters from New Jersey residents noving out of the
state who take the time to wite and say how nuch t hey
appreci ated the pharnmaceuti cal assistance they

recei ved in New Jersey.

But nmore interestingly, many tines state
officials hear back fromthose individuals with sad
tales of how they can't neet their nedical expenses in
the state they elected to nove to, and they're novi ng
back to New Jersey. Only ten other states offer
progranms comnparable to our PAAD. | think you can see
why we're very proud of a programlike PAAD and why
it's another inportant face of the human side of
gam ng.

Consi der the Lifeline Program of heating
assi stance, which is very fanmliar to ne as an
enpl oyee of an electric energy conpany. The Lifeline
Programis also largely funded by the casino revenue
tax and has an annual budget of about $30 million

A needy senior or disabled citizen can
receive $225 in just one year to help defray the cost

of their heating bill. Statew de nore than 140, 000
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seni or and disabled citizens receive this assistance.

My enpl oyer, Atlantic Energy, can see the
Lifeline Programin action regularly. Qur custonmner
service representatives receive calls every day from
worried, sonetimes frantic elderly citizens who want
desperately to be current on their electric bill, but
just can't do it al one.

VWhen the customer service rep. can tel
the custoner their bill will be paid in full or
significantly reduced upon the receipt of the Lifeline
paynment, the audible relief on the other end of the
line is proof yet of another face of the human side of
the gam ng industry.

Since the current heating season began in
Cct ober of 1997, nore than 10,000 Atlantic Electric
customers have al one seen their outstandi ng bal ance go
down because of this assistance, and that nunber wll
grow in nonths to cone.

| think it's inportant to ponder the
possi bl e consequences were these types of ganm ng
funded progranms not avail able, al so how nuch our

conmmunities would | ose if vendors such as Mack and Kay
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Seelig were not in the position to give so generously.

In recent years, New Jersey governnent has
wor ked to enable the gam ng industry to better serve
the citizens of the entire state. As an elected
official, I'"'mvery proud to be a nenber of the
Commer ce, Tourism Gaming, and MIlitary and Veterans
Affairs Comrittee. That's a long title, but very
i nportant, and as | awrakers, we are conmitted to
continuing to bring New Jersey citizens the far
reachi ng benefits a flourishing ganm ng industry can
provi de.

I want to thank you for your attention
and enj oy your stay.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Thank you so nuch.

Mayor Whel an.

MR WHELAN:  Madane Chai rman and nenbers
of the Conm ssion, let nme wel come you, add ny wel cone
to the governor and ot hers who spoke before nme. W're
delighted any tinme people cone to Atlantic City to
visit us because that's what we do. W're in the
hospitality business, and when we have visitors, it's

a pleasure to cone and wel cone.
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