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MR. BARRON: CGood afternoon. M nane is
Bruce Barron, and | live in suburban Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania. |1 ama regional associate for the
Pennsylvania Famly Institute and a frequent witer on
i ssues of policy and politics.

Wth me as visual aids are ny daughter
Tricia and my son Trevor. M wfe is pursuing ny
younger son el sewhere in the room Please pardon the
appearance. W are on vacation, but since we're just
conpl eting our vacation and we're passing through
Washi ngton, we figured the odds of passing through
Washi ngton right when your hearing was taking place
was | ess than, well, less than an individual or a
regi onal econony striking it rich at the casino. So
here we are.

And since |I'mon vacation, ny props are a
little limted. Bill Thonmpson, of Nevada, Las Vegas,
as you know, uses a bathtub to illustrate the
econom cs of ganbling, what's poured in and what
drains out. | couldn't bring a bathtub so these
buckets and a shovel will have to do.

And to give ny presentation a Pittsburgh
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flavor, this bucket represents our beautiful city with
our three rivers and our nationally acclainmed quality
of life and a decent, albeit not boom ng, econony, but
sonme think that with casinos we could do even better
So they want to invest some of our resources, noney,
time, political capital, and tourist pronotion
efforts, in this alluring dream bucket of ganbling.
And at first things | ook pretty good.
Fl ashy new steanboats comng into town, or a new
construction business, or new buil dings when the | and
based casi nos get finished, unless you re in New
Ol eans and the casino never gets finished, but then
things start falling through as the factors that have

made ganbling a new | oser everywhere in the country in

terms of economc, as well as social, inpact take
effect.

You' ve al ready heard these reasons. |If
you could just hold up the signs, | have seven

outlined in my witten statement. These are six of
them | couldn't get crine on because the crinme one
was stol en, of course

(Laughter.)
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MR. BARRON: But these argunents have
convi nced persons on both left and right, public
policy experts, media anal ysts, popul ar opinion
ref erenduns, that |egalized ganbling expansion is not
a good i dea.

The one point | want to make is that worst
of all once a comunity or a state decides to enbrace
ganbling, it can never again be what it was. Not only
is it virtually inpossible to elimnate ganbling once
it's legalized and not only do you have ruined lives
and econom c di sl ocations, but making ganbling part of
what your community is known for and part of the basis
by which it seeks to attract others changes that
conmuni ty's character permanently.

In short, not only do you fail to gain
what you expected, but you no | onger have as much of
what you started with.

This is not a debate about persona
freedomto ganbling. Nobody is tal king about cl osing
down Las Vegas or cracking down on the informa
wagering that happens everywhere anpong famly and

friends. Rather it's about whether we'll put the
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stanp of legitimacy on an industry that thrives on
appealing to greed and fantasy, that underm nes the
val ues and work ethic on which this country was built
and on which we continue to depend.

Al'l of us, but especially you, the
honor abl e menbers of this study Commission, will give
account to our conscience, to our neighbors, including
t hose on whom ganbling will weak indescribable harm
and in the words of our founding fathers, our supremne
judge as to whether this scourge will expand,
continue, or be constrai ned.

Now, nmy time is up, and | regret that ny
use of props has added a new smirch to the historic
reputation of the Watergate Hotel. In the spirit of
the ganbling industry, which takes the profits and
lets others clean up after it, | trust you can clean
up after nme. However, if that's objectionable to any
of you, I will clean up nyself.

Thank you very much

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: M. Barron, | have to
say the nmother in nme says, "No, you're going to clean

up that ness.”
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(Laughter.)

MR BARRON: Ckay. Well, | can't put it
in this bucket.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: | want to thank the
Conmi ssioners, and that is our final witness for the
day.

Thr oughout our time of testinobny you have
heard over and over again of the materials that I
bring today or ny testinony, and | made the decision
not totry to disrupt by distributing that materi al
So all of your packages are available for you as
Conmi ssi oners upon your departure.

Wth that final note, the neeting is
adj our ned.

Thank you.

(Whereupon, at 3:44 p.m, the neeting was

adj our ned.)
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