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Urge the conscience of our federal elected
officials to rise to the need for inmedi ate ganbling
regul ation. The continued whol esome quality of life
of American towns like Ccean Gty, Maryland, as well
as ot her hone towns throughout our great |land, look to
you for help in making these much needed regul ati ons
becone a reality.

The residents and visitors of Ccean City,
Maryl and, thank you for this opportunity, as well as
the opportunity we have to work together protecting

the quality of life of all Anericans.

Thank you, and I'Il see you on the
Boar dwal k.
CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you
Cheryl Lowel .
M5. LONELL: CGood afternoon
Conmi ssioners. M name is Cheryl Lowell. [I'm
enpl oyed by Grand Casino, Qulfport, Mssissippi. |I'm

alifelong resident of the Mssissippi @il f Coast.
The gaming i ndustry has opened up career
opportunities for me that would not have been realized

otherwise. | worked in | ower |evel managenent for
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approxi mately ten years and was stagnant in ny career
field. 1, like many other professionals, would have
to either |eave the state for better opportunities or
accept the status quo

Gam ng has al so given |lots of career
opportunities to thousands of individuals who were
unenpl oyed or under-enpl oyed prior to the casinos. |
have had the opportunity of seeing lives transformed
as a result of this industry. |Individuals who were on
wel fare or under-enpl oyed, not only have they gai ned
enpl oyment and i nconme as a result of that, but they
have gai ned sel f-esteem and pri de.

Several of our enpl oyees have taken
advant age of our GED prograns, |iteracy prograns, or
our tuition reinbursement prograns.

Prior to the gam ng industry, thousands of
@Qul f Coast residents could not afford proper medica
coverage. It was either not available through their
enpl oyers or the cost was prohibitive. They now have
adequat e heal th insurance coverage and the peace of
m nd knowi ng that should they or a famly nenber fal

ill, they can unhesitatingly seek medical attention
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As a result of gam ng on the M ssissippi
@l f Coast, the gam ng industry has created 12, 500
jobs with an annual payroll of $275 mllion. The
unenpl oynent rate fell fromseven or 7.1 percent in
1992 to 4.6 percent in 1996. The retail sales revenue
i ncreased 58 percent over a four-year period, and the
sal es tax increased 60 percent over a four-year
peri od.

I'"malso very active in ny comunity and
have been prior to the gam ng industries. | serve on
the board of directors of the Nonprofit Board. |'ma
board menber of the American Business Wnen
Associ ation, vice president of the @il fport chapter of
the NAACP. |I'ma nentor and volunteer with Junior
Achi evenment in School Program

Thank you for having this opportunity.

CHAlI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you

M. Robert -- and how do you pronounce
your |ast nane?

MR DETLEFSEN  Detl ef sen, Madane
Chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES:  Det | ef sen.
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MR DETLEFSEN  Yes, |I'm Robert Detlefsen
and I'ma Senior Research Fellow at the Conpetitive
Enterprise Institute, a nonprofit, public policy
research organi zati on based here in Washi ngt on

Madame Chai rman, in your opening statement
at this Commssion's first nmeeting | ast June, you
rem nded your fellow Comm ssioners and the public that
the Conmission's job is to focus narrowWy on the
econom ¢ and soci ol ogi cal effects of |egalized
ganbling. As for the noral issues raised by ganbling,
you expressed your hope that the religious comunity
woul d begin a di al ogue on that subject.

Congress was correct, of course, to limt
the scope of this Commission's inquiry to enpirica
guestions, but as it attenpts to foll ow that mandate,
this Conm ssion runs the risk of overenphasi zing those
aspects of ganbling that readily I end thenselves to
the quantitative research nmethodol ogi es favored by
nodern soci al scientists.

I ndeed, that tendency is already reflected
in the Research Subconmttee's proposed study

guestions that were distributed at yesterday's
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