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grassroots organi zations are here today. W wll be
at every conmunity nmeeting to discuss this topic until
this fight is won, and we thank you for your effort
and the tinme that you have placed with this commttee
to study this issue.

Thank you very much for your tine.

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: M. Leopol d.

MR LEOPCOLD: Thank you, Madane Chairman.

I"'ma state legislator fromthe State of
Maryland. [In 1963, the Maryl and | egi sl ature passed
| egi sl ation to phase out slot machines. That was to
be acconplished over a five-year period.

In 1968, a bill was introduced to hold off
t hat phase-out, to continue slot machines. The Senate
Maj ority | eader from Washi ngton County was offered a
$10, 000 bribe to vote for that bill. Another
| egislator, a State Senator fromny county, was al so
of fered $5,000 in cash in an envel ope outside the
Senat e chanber.

So the political Iink between slot
machi nes and political corruption is very real, was

very real in the State of Maryland in the 1960s. | do
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not want to see that return as a fact of life in ny
state.

On the issue of cannibalism it's been
di scussed by many. | endorse the findings of the
Maryl and Rest aurant Association. The Governor of
II'linois, Governor Edgar, has spoken about the il
effects on other industries in the State of Illinois
fromriver boat ganbling.

Before my conmttee, the House Ways and
Means Conmittee, testinony was received by the
M ssi ssi ppi Restaurant Association it did not have a
del eterious effect on the restaurant industry in that
state.

Thi s Conm ssion could do a very inportant
service by getting the facts as to the inpact on other
busi nesses, the deleterious effects on other business.
| happen to endorse the findings that it does have a
harnful effect, but it's this Commssion's job to help
find that out.

Finally, legislation was introduced in the
Nebraska | egislature earlier this year to allow states

that prohibit casino ganbling to prohibit the
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adverti sement of casino ganbling in their states. 1'm
exploring that possibility in the State of Maryl and.

I would like to see this Commi ssion
endor se such | egislation

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: M. Janeson.

MR. JAMESON: Thank you, nenbers of the
commi ttee.

If you have this handout that |
distributed to you, you'll know where I'mfrom Cecil
County, Maryland. It has a little nmap there, and
we're in the top right-hand corner of the state.

I'"d like to tell you that I'ma born again
Christian, and that | believe in Jesus Christ, and
that ganbling is a waste of noney and, therefore,
prohi bited by ny faith because of stewardship.

I"ma United Methodi st pastor, and | bring
you greetings fromour Bishop, Peter Waver, and the
Board of Church and Society of the Peninsul a Del anare
Annual Conference, of which | ama nenber, and I'ma
resident of Cecil County, Maryland, and | al so bring

you greetings fromour Cecil County comm ssioners.
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