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sporting and entertai nnent benefits it provides to
countl ess fans that this Conm ssion understand the
raci ng i ndustry.

W want to work with you over the next two
years and the staff to insure that your report is
conpl ete and inval uabl e.

In closing, we urge the Comm ssion to hold
a hearing dedicated to this industry so that we can
have representatives report to you in nore detai
about our inportant and diverse industry, and we
invited you to hold a hearing as part of a site visit
to a major racing and breeding facility.

Thank you very much

CHAI RPERSON JAMVES:  Mary Handl ey.

M5. HANDLEY: Hello. M nane is Mary
Handley. |'ma menber of the citizens group in
Dorchester County, Maryland, and we are dedicated to
fighting any expansion or slots in our county, in our
state, and in this nation

Wil e casinos and slots are not legal in
Maryl and at this time, ny community has been targeted

by Harvey's Casino as a site for construction of a
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multimllion dollar facility on the banks of the
Chopt ank Ri ver in Canbridge.

Their representatives, contractor Nathan
Landau and | obbyi st CGeral d Evans, are aggressively
pressuring our representatives, offering things |ike
all expenses paid trips to their facility in |owa.

You can imagine how difficult it is for grassroots
organi zation to conpete with this kind of information
gat hering techni que, and so |I'm here for three reasons
t oday.

Number one, to ask for your help. W take
your job seriously as information gatherers. W are
wat chi ng you and waiting for you to deliver your fina
product so that we can present it to our officials.

W want themto wait and nmake a truly inforned

deci sion w thout the influence of |obbyists who do not
under stand our comunity and who seek personal
profits.

Nunmber two, |'ve cone to deliver a
message, and the nessage is that in Dorchester County
and in cities across this country, citizens are

organi zed and networking to prevent the expansion of
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ganbl i ng because we know the costs associated with the
negati ve aspects of this industry are just too nuch,

t oo expensive for our governnents, our taxpayers to
bear .

And, nunber three, 1've conme to ask you a
guestion, and the question is: what are the nunbers
that you need to hear as a committee to be convi nced
that ganbling is bad for America?

When it cones to ganbling addiction
ganbl i ng rel ated bankruptcies, and ganbling rel ated
crime, I1'd like to know how nuch is too nmuch. You
see, not everyone is concerned about thousands of
addi cted ganblers. Is a mllion enough?

In lowa bankruptcies attributed to
ganbling debt, that's 34 percent in one year. |Is this
bad enough?

How many i nci dences of ganbling rel ated
crime would convince this commttee that enough is
enough?

So, in other words, we would |Iike to know
what is your criteria statistically speaking. WEre

all waiting for your answers. Those of us in
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grassroots organi zations are here today. W wll be
at every conmunity nmeeting to discuss this topic until
this fight is won, and we thank you for your effort
and the tinme that you have placed with this commttee
to study this issue.

Thank you very much for your tine.

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: M. Leopol d.

MR LEOPCOLD: Thank you, Madane Chairman.

I"'ma state legislator fromthe State of
Maryland. [In 1963, the Maryl and | egi sl ature passed
| egi sl ation to phase out slot machines. That was to
be acconplished over a five-year period.

In 1968, a bill was introduced to hold off
t hat phase-out, to continue slot machines. The Senate
Maj ority | eader from Washi ngton County was offered a
$10, 000 bribe to vote for that bill. Another
| egislator, a State Senator fromny county, was al so
of fered $5,000 in cash in an envel ope outside the
Senat e chanber.

So the political Iink between slot
machi nes and political corruption is very real, was

very real in the State of Maryland in the 1960s. | do
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