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Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: This is Jana?

M5. McKEAG  McKeag

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: McKeag. Wl cone.

M5. McKEAG  Thank you.

H. Good afternoon. M/ nane is Jana
McKeag, and | am Vice President for Governnent Affairs
of Inland Casino Corporation. It is a conpany that
assists Indian tribal governments devel op, adm nister
and market their gamng facilities.

From 1991 to 1995, | served as a Bush
adm ni stration appointee to the National Indian Gam ng
Commi ssion. | have worked in Indian affairs in
various capacities for over 25 years, and | ama
nmenber of the Cherokee Nation of Cklahona.

I'"d like to address the Conmm ssion from ny
experiences as a regul ator, which as Comm ssi oner
Bi bl e can attest is a necessary, but usually thankless
job, and al so as someone who has spent nearly hal f of
her life working to better the lives of her fellow
Aneri can | ndi ans.

The 1988 I ndi an Gam ng Regul atory Act
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created a three-tiered regulatory structure to oversee
I ndi an gam ng. The federal governnent actually has a
mninmal role, with the bulk of the regul atory
responsibility falling on tribes and states as
prescribed in a conpact agreenent, and since in 1988
the majority of state had neither the resources nor
the expertise to regulate C ass 3 gam ng, casino

gam ng, nost of the regul atory burden was pl aced on
tri bal governnents.

Tri bes recogni zed the success of their
gam ng operation is dependent on the credibility of
their regulatory controls. During ny years on the
NI GC, | was constantly inpressed by the tine, effort
and resources tribal governments dedicated to creating
strong, viable tribal gam ng conm ssions. Please
exam ne these comm ssions as part of your study.

Tribal gaming is regulated by triba
gover nment s because under the law tribes are
recogni zed as sovereign nations by the federal
government. Therefore, tribal gam ng is governnental
gam ng, not conmercial gam ng, and pl ease take this

i mportant distinction into account as you undertake

200



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

201

your study.

Unl i ke approximately 94 percent of the
overall gaming industry, the proceeds of the triba
gam ng benefit the citizens of that governnment and not
t he sharehol ders of a commercial entity. 1In less than
ten years the proceeds from I ndi an gam ng have
provi ded benefits and opportunities never imagi ned
under 200 years of unwilling federal dependency.
School s, schol arshi ps, clean water, hospitals, roads,
senior citizen centers, drug rehabilitation prograns,
housi ng, day care centers, the list goes on

Most inportantly, it has repl aced
hopel essness with enploynent and pride. Tribes are
not the sole beneficiaries of Indian gamng. Inland
Casi no Corporation has the privilege of working with
the Barona Tribe of M chigan Indians | ocated near San
Di ego. The Berona Tribe and the two other San Di ego
area tribes, Sychuan and Viejas, enploy 4,550 people,
primarily non-Indians, with an annual payroll of over
$770 million. They also spend over $79 mllion
annual ly, with 4,150 | ocal vendors on goods and

servi ces.
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| appreciate the opportunity to address
the Comm ssion, and | | ook forward to working with you
in the future

CHAlI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you

M. Janes Hi ckey, Jr.

MR HI CKEY: Cood afternoon, Chairwonan
James and Commi ssioners. |'m James Hi ckey, President
of the Anmerican Horse Council, and we very much
appreciate this opportunity to appear before you on
behal f of the horse racing industry.

The American Horse Council includes the
maj or associ ati ons of racetracks, breeders' groups,
and horsemen's organi zations, which collectively
conprise the parinutuel racing industry in the United
St at es.

CQur individual nenbers include horse
owners, breeders, jockeys, drivers, trainers,
veterinarians, farriers, and others whose |ivelihood
depend on the horse and racing.

Pari mut uel horse racing is legal in 43
states and invol ves the racing of thoroughbreds,

standard breeds, quarter horses, Arabians, Appal oosas
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