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a comunity.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: M. McCabe.

MR. McCABE: Yes, thank you, distinguished
nmenbers of the Conmi ssion

My nanme is Christopher McCabe, and |'ve
represented Maryland's 14th Senate District since
1991. Wiile | have been involved in a variety of
i ssues inpacting ny state since entering public
service, the issue of expanded ganbling has conmmanded
nmy greatest focus over the past three years.

In 1995, in response to what | perceived
was a concerted effort by out-of-state interests to
try to legalize casinos in Maryland, | co-founded
Maryl anders Agai nst Casi nos, a grassroots business and
citizen coalition opposed to this legalization

Aside fromganbling that is authorized on
I ndi an | ands, the debate over ganbling, how rmuch, what
ki nd, where, is largely decided by el ected
legislators in state capitals across America. In
1995, the Maryl and Ceneral Assenbly created a task

force simlar in scope to the National Ganbling | npact
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Study Conmi ssion to assess the costs and benefits of
expanded ganbling in the formof casinos and sl ot
machi ne operati ons.

Qur six-nmonth study included testinony
fromnational experts, is dwarfed in size and
resources to yours, but | anticipate that your
conclusions will be quite simlar to ours, that the
| ong-range negative econom c, social and politica
i npact of nore ganbling far exceed the short-termtax
revenue and job creation from casino type ganbling.

The Maryl and Task Force on Commerci a
Gam ng Activities unani nously recommended to oppose
casino legalization, but this recomendati on has been
largely forgotten as industry |obbyists and certain
el ected officials in our states contend that we need
to be ahead of the ganbling curve and that our horse
racing industry is suffering because we do not have
sl ot machi nes.

You will be inundated with information
both for and agai n ganbling during your deliberations.
My State of Maryland already has nore than its fair

share: lottery, keno, and parimutuel betting. While
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I could confortably argue that governnent acts
imorally when it encourages activities that nake
| osers out of nost of our citizens, | choose to
enphasi ze the argunments that nore ganbling results in
fail ed busi nesses, broken hones, |ost productivity in
t he work pl ace, higher regulatory and governnenta
costs, and political corruption

VWhile | will continue these argunments in
nmy state as pressure increases for nore ganbling,
ask you to |l ook at the collective experiences across
the land of this legal, but damagi ng form of
entertainment. | ask you to keep in mind that while
we nust respect the freedomand rights of individuals
to pursue legal activities in our society, we nust
face up to the cost to the culture of unfettered
ganbl i ng.

Finally, | would like to express the
wi shes of Mayor Jim Mathias of Ccean City, Maryl and,
who is here today, who is in partnership with those in
opposition to the proliferation of nore ganbling in
our state. He knows that nore ganbling stands as the

greatest threat to tourismin Ocean City and ot her
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resort areas.

Thank you for your service to the
Conmi ssion, and | would be glad to act as a state
resource to you as you conduct this inportant work.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Jim how do you
pronounce your |ast nane?

MR ZEI SLOFT:  Zei sl oft.

CHAl RPERSON JAMES: Zeisloft, M. Jim
Zei sl oft.

MR ZEI SLOFT: Zeisloft. | wanted to say
thank you to the Conmission for this opportunity to
speak with you

| am Janmes Zeisloft, the Executive
Director of United Methodi st Wtness in Pennsylvani a
| represent sone 565,000 United Methodi sts across the
commonweal th as an advocate at the State House.

I wanted to speak to you about ganbling as
a noral issue, not a religious issue as the gam ng
interests mght accuse ne, but as a noral issue, nor
can we agree with Senator Paul Sinmon that the question

of ganbling should not be a noral one; rather, it
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